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Presidential  Address 

Delivered  at  Lincoln,  6th  March,  1965 

by 

R.  E.  M.  PILCHER,  m.a.,  f.r.c.s. 

THE  WILD  GEESE  OF  LINCOLNSHIRE 

A  former  and  distinguished  President  of  this  Union  made  the  sug¬ 
gestion  that  the  Presidential  Address  should,  if  possible,  be  concerned 
with  some  aspect  of  the  Natural  History  of  Lincolnshire.  If  this 
principle  had  been  a  rule,  to  be  strictly  observed,  we  should  have  lost 
many  of  our  recent  and  most  interesting  and  informative  addresses. 
I  believe  the  principle  is  a  good  one  and  I  have  tried  to  follow  it. 
Although  much  of  what  I  have  to  say  will  be  about  wild  geese  while 
they  are  out  of  the  County  and  even  out  of  Britain,  I  shall  confine 
myself  to  those  species  on  the  Lincolnshire  List.  As  far  as  Lincoln¬ 
shire  is  concerned,  the  choice  of  subject  is  not  an  inappropriate  one, 
for,  when  so  much  of  our  formerly  rich  wild  fauna  has  been  lost  to 
us  or  so  sadly  reduced,  we  are  fortunate  in  possessing  still  a  wealth  of 
wild  geese.  There  is  not  a  day  from  late  September  to  mid-March 
when  one  could  not  show  a  visitor  at  least  one  species  of  wild  goose 
in  the  County;  and,  indeed,  if  one  includes  the  introduced  Canada 
Goose  and  the  re-established  Greylag  Goose,  one  could  do  so  on  any 
day  in  the  year. 

Doubtless  in  earlier  times  the  number  of  geese  wintering  with  us  or 
resident  in  the  County  must  have  been  very  much  greater  than  it  is 
now.  We  constantly  read  of  the  Fens  of  South  Lincolnshire  and  those 
around  the  Humber  and  Trent  teeming  with  wildfowl  of  all  species. 
The  fens  and  flooded  river  valleys  would  give  safe  roosts  on  large 
stretches  of  water,  undisturbed  by  reason  of  their  inaccessibility, 
from  which  the  geese  could  fly  to  the  rich  grazing  ground  in  the  wolds 
and  on  the  higher  ground.  As  Lebret  (1965)  has  shown,  it  is  disturbance 
on  the  roosts  rather  than  absence  of  good  feeding  grounds  which  causes 
geese  to  leave  an  area.  The  drainage  of  the  Fens  not  only  reduced  the 
area  of  inland  water  suitable  for  roosts,  it  also  opened  up  the  country 
for  agriculture  and  for  people  to  settle  in  places  previously  uninhabit¬ 
able  swamps.  When  Camden  wrote  in  1602,  he  gave  a  list  of  the  birds 
breeding  in  the  Fens  —  common  wild-ducks,  teals,  garganeys,  shovelers, 
pochards  and  wild  geese.  At  that  time  the  East  Fen  in  south-east 
Lindsey  consisted  of  61  large  pools,  besides  many  other  smaller  ones, 
all  connected  by  channels  of  water  and  containing  many  islands, 
perfect  breeding  places  for  water  fowl  and  typical  of  the  sites  which 
the  Greylag,  where  it  survives  in  Britain,  still  chooses  for  nesting. 
There  appears  to  be  no  record  of  the  exact  year  in  which  the  Greylag 
ceased  to  breed  in  Lincolnshire,  but  it  was  probably  very  soon  after 
1800.  Although  the  East  Fen  was  not  effectively  drained  until  1867, 
several  previous  attempts  had  been  made  with  varying  success  and 
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these  attempts  had  been  sufficiently  successful  to  reduce  the  number 
of  wildfowl  in  the  area  and  the  long  string  of  productive  Duck  Decoys, 
stretching  from  Wainfleet  through  Friskney  to  Wrangle,  had  with  one 
exception  been  forced  to  close  long  before  the  drainage  was  complete 
because  they  were  no  longer  profitable.  The  land  was  lost  to  the  fowler 
before  it  was  won  for  the  farmer. 

With  the  loss  of  its  habitat  and  with  increasing  disturbance  the 
Greylag  gradually  retreated  northwards  so  that  now  a  native  popula¬ 
tion  of  about  one  thousand  birds*  only  lingers  in  the  North  of  Scotland 
and  in  the  Islands.  There  is  however  a  healthy  immigrant  population, 
which  appears  to  be  increasing,  estimated  at  some  43,000  birds,  which 
come  almost  exclusively  from  breeding  grounds  in  Iceland.  No  doubt 
a  few  of  these  birds  do  come  as  far  south  as  Lincolnshire,  but  most  of 
the  birds  we  see  in  Lincolnshire  come  from  a  thriving  feral  population, 
established  chiefly  in  Norfolk.  This  feral  stock  rose  from  birds  freed 
from  their  collections  by  land-owning  aviculturists  or  else  from  ac¬ 
cidental  escapes.  It  has  colonised  particularly  the  south-west  of  the 
County,  where  it  breeds,  but  it  extends  at  times  up  the  Witham  Valley, 
especially  in  parties  of  non-breeders  in  the  summer,  and  occasionally 
roosting  in  small  parties  on  the  salt  marshes,  flying  in  to  feed  on  nearby 
grassland.  There  is  therefore  every  evidence  that  both  the  wild  and 
the  feral  population  are  thriving  and  an  expectation  that  this  species 
may  become  once  again  a  not  uncommon  bird  amongst  us. 

The  White-fronted  Goose  ( Anser  albifrons  albifrons )  is  recorded 
regularly  over  a  wide  area,  chiefly  along  the  coast,  from  the  Humber 
round  Tetney  Haven  to  the  southern  side  of  the  Wash,  but  not  so 
frequently  as  formerly.  Many  of  us  have  seen  them  grazing  on  grass¬ 
land  not  only  in  the  Fens,  but  also  in  the  Wolds,  but  seldom  in  large 
numbers.  Some  twenty  or  thirty  seems  to  be  the  usual  number  and 
the  largest  skein  I  have  ever  seen  in  the  County  was  one  of  about  400 
birds  flying  over  Kirton  Marsh  in  1925.  Except  in  a  few  chosen  haunts, 
such  as  the  Severn  Estuary  and  the  Camlad  Valley  on  the  Shropshire 
border,  Whitefronts  seldom  occur  in  large  numbers  in  England  and 
it  is  doubtful  if  the  total  British  population  has  ever  reached  10,000 
birds  within  recent  years.  The  Whitefronts  we  see  in  Lincolnshire 
seldom  stay  more  than  few  a  days ;  we  cannot  offer  them  their  preferred 
roosts,  flooded  river  valleys,  large  reservoirs,  estuaries  where  they  can 
rest  undisturbed.  In  the  autumn  of  1940,  during  the  last  war,  when 
access  to  the  salt  marshes  was  strictly  controlled  and  there  was  little 
disturbance,  a  flock  of  some  seventy  Whitefronts  lived  on  the  saltings 
just  south  of  Gibraltar  Point  for  six  weeks.  They  roosted  on  the  edge 
of  the  green  marsh  and  flew  in  to  graze  at  the  foot  of  the  sea  wall.  It  is 
probable  that  if  a  sufficient  area  of  salt  marsh  could  be  kept  free  from 
disturbance,  a  flock  of  Whitefronts  might  be  persuaded  to  stay  with  us 
for  several  weeks  each  winter. 


*  All  figures  for  present  numbers  of  a  species  are  taken  from  Nature 
Conservancy  Monograph  No.  3,  Wildfowl  in  Great  Britain  (1963). 
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The  British  population  of  Whitefronts  is  of  Russian  origin,  breeding 
on  Novaya  Zemlya,  the  Kolguev,  and  on  the  tundra  of  the  Western 
Siberian  mainland  (Boyd,  1957).  Although  the  early  arrivals  still  come 
in  late  September  and  early  October,  the  recent  tendency  has  been 
for  the  main  population  to  arrive  later  and  later,  so  that  the  maximum 
is  not  reached  until  February,  or  even  March. 

I  have  had  one  very  happy  experience  with  this  species.  One  year  in 
May  a  Whitefront  flew  high  over  my  garden.  I  heard  her  call  and  looked 
up.  She  started  to  wheel  round  lower  and  lower  and  finally  landed 
among  my  other  geese.  Although  constantly  driven  out  she  came  back 
again  and  again.  After  a  night  in  a  nearby  field  she  was  back  in  the 
morning  and  finally  accepted.  She  was  a  bird  of  the  year  which  for 
some  reason  or  other,  possibly  a  gun-shot  wound,  had  been  unable  to 
leave  with  the  main  party.  When  she  saw  my  birds  the  herd  instinct 
was  stronger  than  the  migratory  and  she  stayed.  Two  years  later  she 
paired  with  one  of  my  Whitefront  ganders,  laid  two  eggs  and  reared 
one  gosling.  Although  free  to  go  she  has  stayed  and  bred  each  year 
since. 

As  you  all  know,  there  are  two  well-defined  races  of  Whitefronts  — 
the  nomino-typical  one,  A.  a.  albifrons  of  Russian  origin,  and  the 
Greenland  race,  A.  albifrons flavirostris.  They  are  easily  distinguishable. 
The  Russian  race  has  a  pink  bill  and  orange  legs  and  is  a  light-coloured 
bird.  The  Greenland  race  has  an  orange  bill  and  orange  legs  and  is  a 
much  darker  bird,  so  dark  that  in  some  lights  it  looks  almost  black. 
Wintering  in  Ireland  and  the  west  coast  of  Britain,  especially  Argyll 
and  the  Outer  Hebrides,  it  overlaps  very  little  the  range  of  the  Russian 
race.  One  can  however  see  occasionally  this  race  in  Lincolnshire. 
If  one  examines  closely  a  large  flock  of  Pinkfeet,  one  not  uncommonly 
sees  a  Whitefront  amongst  them.  This  always  appears  to  be  of  the 
Greenland  race  and  I  have  never  seen  one  of  the  Russian  race  amongst 
them.  The  explanation  is,  I  think,  that  breeding  on  the  west  coast  of 
Greenland,  in  their  flight  over  the  ice-cap  to  Ireland  and  West  Britain 
they  cross  the  breeding  colony  of  Pinkfeet  on  the  eastern  side  of  Green¬ 
land,  odd  birds  get  lost  and  these  stragglers  join  the  larger  flocks  of 
Pink-feet  and  stay  with  them  on  their  flight  to  Iceland  and  the  east 
coast  of  Britain. 

Like  the  Greenland  Whitefront,  the  next  species,  the  Lesser  White- 
fronted  goose  occurs  mainly,  if  not  entirely,  as  a  straggler  lost  among 
another  species,  this  time  the  Russian  Whitefront.  The  Lesser  White- 
fronted  goose  breeds  in  Sweden,  Finland  and  Russia,  much  nearer  to 
us  than  the  common  Russian  Whitefront  but  it  migrates  southwards 
and  eastwards  away  from  us  to  the  Balkans,  Hungary  and  the  Caspian. 
Its  migration  route  crosses  the  westerly  migration  of  the  common 
Whitefront  and  stragglers  again  get  caught  up  and  brought  off-course 
to  the  British  Isles.  This  species  is  frequently  recorded  but  few  of  the 
records  are  satisfactory.  It  is  most  easily  recognised  by  its  call  —  a 
rapid  high-pitched  trisyllabic  note.  Indeed,  the  only  really  acceptable 
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record  for  the  County  was  made  on  the  voice,  by  my  old  friend,  the 
late  William  Tinsley,  who  kept  this  species  in  his  collection  for  many 
years.  In  the  field  the  orange  ring  round  the  eye  is  not  very  easily 
noticed,  but  the  white  forehead  extends  noticably  higher  in  the  adult 
and  the  bird  is  considerably  smaller  than  the  Common  Whitefront  and 
almost  as  dark  as  the  Greenland  race. 

There  has  been  so  much  confusion  in  the  past  about  the  Bean  and 
the  Pink-footed  Goose  that  it  is  impossible  to  determine  anything 
other  than  their  recent  status.  It  seems  certain  that  at  one  time  one  of 
them  was  an  abundant  species  and  all  old  books  say  it  was  the  Bean. 
Because  the  Pinkfoot  is  now  so  much  our  commonest  goose  and  because 
it  was  only  recognised  and  described  as  a  distinct  species  a  little  over 
a  hundred  years  ago,  some  people  believe  it  was  always  our  commonest 
goose  and  that  there  was  a  mistake  in  identity.  I  believe  the  old  books 
are  right  and  that  the  Pink-footed  Goose  has  only  recently  become 
commoner,  although  it  is  possible  that  centuries  ago  it  was  as  common 
as  it  is  now.  There  always  have  been  and  there  probably  always  will 
be  periodic  fluctuation  in  numbers  of  a  species,  the  cause  of  which  is 
not  always  apparent,  but  I  believe  that  in  the  case  of  the  Pink-footed 
goose  one  can  advance  a  possible  explanation. 

When  in  1953  the  Wildfowl  Trust  visited  the  central  plateau  of 
Iceland  they  found  a  number  of  stone  structures,  like  sheep  folds, 
into  which  the  old  Icelanders  used  to  drive  the  geese  in  their  flightless 
stage  and  then  slay  them  and  salt  them  down  for  food.  It  was  known 
that  this  was  done  in  the  old  Saga  days  of  Eric  the  Red,  but  until  very 
recently  it  was  thought  that  this  practice  had  been  discontinued  for 
many  centuries.  Fisher  (1953)  gives  a  detailed  description  of  these 
pens  and  quotes  from  an  old  treatise,  written  originally  in  Icelandic  in 
1638,  of  which  a  copy  in  Latin  exists  in  the  Bodleian  Library  in  Oxford, 
and  shows  that  large  numbers  of  geese  were  still  being  killed  by  this 
method  in  the  seventeenth  century.  Another  statement  in  this  treatise 
is  of  interest;  it  suggests  that  these  geese  wintered  in  England  and 
Ireland,  which,  considering  the  views  then  prevalent  on  migration,  is 
very  remarkable.  If  we  suppose  that  this  practice  of  killing  geese 
continued  for  another  hundred  years,  until  about  1750  —  there  is  no 
evidence  that  it  did  —  and  that  it  then  died  out  either  because  the 
numbers  of  geese  had  by  now  been  so  reduced  that  the  journey  was 
no  longer  worthwhile  or  that  the  journey  to  the  interior,  always  a 
difficult  one,  had  now  become  too  hazardous  owing  to  changes  in  the 
weather,  then  one  has  only  to  wait  another  seventy  years,  a  reasonable 
time  for  the  species  to  make  up  its  numbers,  before  the  first  British 
specimen  was  described. 

In  1839  a  Mr.  Bartlett  described  the  Pinkfoot  as  a  distinct  species, 
although  unknown  to  him  and  apparently  to  each  other,  M.  Temminck 
had  described  it  in  1829  and  M.  Baillon  of  Abbeville  in  1833.  The  first 
British  specimens  came  from  the  East  Riding  of  Yorkshire  and  the 
Doncaster  Market,  which  suggests  that  the  Humber  roost  was  occupied 


President's  Address 


147 


at  that  time.  We  know  that  the  Norfolk  roosts  at  Wells  were  occupied 
in  the  1840’s  by  this  species,  although  we  do  not  know  how  big  their 
population  was.  There  was  probably  a  roost  near  Tetney  Haven  in 
the  mid-nineteenth  century,  but  it  is  very  doubtful  if  this  was  sufficiently 
large  to  hold  the  very  great  number  of  grey  geese  which  were  still  so 
common  in  Lincolnshire  at  that  time.  These  still  common  geese  were, 
I  believe,  Bean  Geese.  When  in  1916  my  father  and  the  late  Mr. 
C.  N.  Tunnard  showed  an  old  wildfowler  a  Norfolk-shot  Pinkfoot  and 
asked  him  what  it  was,  he  said  with  amazing  insight  into  modern 
taxonomy  and  nomenclature  that  it  was  “One  of  them  short-nebbed 
Bean  Geese”  —  in  fact,  Anser  fabalis  brachyrhynchus.  They  were,  he 
said,  very  rare;  he  never  shot  other  than  an  occasional  one  and  nothing 
like  the  number  of  the  long-nebbed  Bean  Geese,  Greylags  or  White- 
fronts.  He  started  wildfowling  on  the  Wash  about  1850.  He  was  certain 
they  never  stopped  there,  but  were  only  passing  through. 

It  was  not  in  fact  until  as  recently  as  thirty  years  ago  that  the  Wash 
populations  at  Wainfleet  and  Holbeach  became  established.  Most  of 
the  Wainfleet  geese  came  from  the  Humber  where  there  was  a  reduction 
in  number,  but  the  Holbeach  geese  came  from  Norfolk.  The  principle 
cause  of  this  exodus  from  Norfolk  was  increased  disturbance,  the 
establishment  of  artillery  ranges,  the  ploughing  up  of  grasslands  — 
the  Norfolk  Pinkfeet  were  grazers  —  and  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
fowlers.  But  another  very  significant  factor  was  the  change  in  methods 
of  agriculture  which  had  been  gradually  taking  place  in  the  fields  of 
South  Lincolnshire.  Although  potato  growing  had  been  practised  in 
this  region  since  the  turn  of  the  century,  it  was  not  until  the  first 
World  War  that  there  was  any  great  increase  in  acreage,  and  later, 
between  the  wars,  potato  growing  spread  to  the  fields  on  the  north 
side  of  the  Wash,  into  lands  formerly  believed  good  only  for  cereals. 
The  practice  of  following  a  crop  of  potatoes  by  winter-drilled  wheat  or 
barley  involved  a  method  of  cultivation  whereby  the  unharvested 
potatoes  were  brought  to  the  surface  and  when  the  newly  sown  wheat 
came  through  there  was  a  double  food  supply  available,  potatoes  rich 
in  calories  and  cereals  so  much  richer  in  protein  than  resting  winter 
grass,  their  previous  food. 

Only  a  species  prepared  to  range  far  from  its  roost  would  be  likely 
to  take  advantage  of  this  agricultural  change  for  it  would  be  improb¬ 
able  that  there  would  be  a  succession  of  fields  bearing  these  crops  in 
sufficient  quantities  to  support  a  reasonable  population  immediately 
near  a  suitable  roost.  The  grey  geese  in  general  prefer  to  feed  close  to 
their  roost,  to  graze  on  wet  grasslands  often  just  over  the  bank  from 
their  resting  place,  rather  than  face  the  long  flights  to  and  from  their 
feeding  grounds.  Pinkfeet  however  commonly  fly  a  distance  of  thirty 
miles  to  suitable  fields,  being  structurally  more  adapted  to  a  long  flight 
than  the  other  grey  geese,  and  they  are  at  an  advantage  over  other  possi¬ 
ble  competitors.  This  ability  to  adapt  itself  to  the  changed  ecology  and 
to  avail  itself  of  a  new  and  highly  nutritious  winter  food  supply,  together 


148 


President’s  Address 


with  freedom  from  persecution  on  its  breeding  grounds  has  been  a 
major  factor  in  the  recent  biological  success  of  the  Pinkfooted  Goose 
as  measured  by  the  increase  in  its  British  population.  This  increase 
has  not  been  distributed  evenly  over  Britain.  The  greatest  increase  has 
been  in  the  Scottish  population  and  this  has  been  at  least  in  part  at 
the  expense  of  the  English  population.  This  northward  withdrawal  has 
affected  the  numbers  of  over-wintering  geese  in  Lincolnshire  and  this 
decline  which  started  a  few  years  ago  is  still  continuing  (Boyd,  H., 
in  litt).  The  cause  is  obscure;  it  may  be  associated  with  agricultural 
conditions  in  Scotland  in  winter  approaching  more  nearly  those  in 
Britain. 

Within  the  limits  of  the  periodic  mass  movements,  such  as  that  from 
Norfolk  to  Lincolnshire,  Pinkfeet  are  very  conservative  in  their 
established  stations.  They  will  use  the  same  fields  year  after  year  if 
the  crop  is  right  and  avoid  completely  other  fields  which  seem  to  us 
equally  attractive.  They  seem  to  know  the  optimum  size  of  a  roost.  At 
Wainfleet,  for  instance,  for  a  week  or  two  the  number  of  geese  may  be 
as  high  as  six  or  seven  thousand.  They  appear  to  realise  that  this  is  too 
large  a  number,  long  before  the  local  food  supply  has  been  exhausted, 
and  the  population  sinks  to  an  average  of  about  three  thousand. 

Depending  largely  on  the  year,  whether  it  is  a  late  or  a  forward 
season,  there  is  a  movement  southwards  from  the  Wainfleet  roost, 
and  much  later  and  less  complete  from  the  Holbeach  roost,  to  the 
marshes  of  the  river  Nene  and  the  inland  washes  around  Guyhirn. 
About  this  time  a  small  inland  roost,  near  a  borrow  pit  on  Crowland 
Wash,  holds  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  birds ;  a  very  small  roost, 
but  interesting  because  it  is  the  only  inland  roost  I  know  of  in  Lincoln¬ 
shire.  The  roosts  in  Britain  are  about  evenly  divided  between  inland 
and  estuarine,  and  all  the  other  Lincolnshire  roosts  are  on  estuaries. 
By  March  there  is  a  gradual  drift  northwards  and  although  during 
this  month  small  parties  may  stop  for  a  short  time  on  the  shores  of  the 
Wash  or  the  Humber  this  stay  is  a  short  one.  The  northward  migration 
is  an  introvert  movement;  the  result  of  lengthening  days  and  ripening 
gonads.  The  autumn  migration  to  Britain  from  Iceland  is  an  extrovert 
movement  —  a  long  distance  hard  weather  movement  (Blurton  Jones 
&  Gillmor,  1955).  In  Iceland  the  first  snow  generally  falls  in  the  first 
week  of  September  with  a  cold  wind  blowing  from  the  polar  ice  cap. 
In  the  second  and  third  weeks  frequent  blizzards  cover  the  central 
plateau  in  snow  too  deep  for  the  geese  to  feed,  and,  held  by  winds 
often  of  near  gale  force.  The  geese  are  carried  south  and  south  easterly, 
without  stopping  in  the  still  snow-free  lowlands,  across  the  Atlantic 
to  Britain. 

Ringing  has  shown  that  our  Pinkfeet  come  from  both  Greenland 
and  Iceland.  There  is  another  population,  breeding  in  Spitzbergen, 
which  winters  chiefly  in  Germany,  Holland  and  Belgium  and  there  is 
no  true  mixing  of  these  two  populations.  Geographical  isolation  does 
not  appear  to  have  existed  long  enough  for  a  race  or  sub-species  to 
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have  formed,  although  the  Pinkfooted  goose  is  a  variable  species.  There 
is  much  variation  in  the  amount  of  pink  on  the  bill  and  of  the  white  on 
the  forehead,  and  a  very  striking  form,  a  cream  coloured  leukistic 
variety,  occurs  regularly  and  at  least  one  is  present  each  year  in  the 
county. 

The  Bean  Goose  is  a  rare  bird  in  Britain  now  and  it  is  doubtful  if 
the  total  population  in  any  one  year  exceeds  400  individuals.  The 
decline  of  this  once  common  goose  appears  to  have  been  first  noticed 
about  1850  and  it  has  continued  ever  since.  The  great  reduction  in  the 
amount  of  grassland  in  Lincolnshire  and  the  comparative  rarity  of  the 
once  common  bean  crop,  on  the  stubbles  of  which  Bean  Geese  were 
said  to  be  frequently  found,  have  been  only  local  factors.  The  decline 
involves  the  whole  European  population.  There  are  two  forms  — 
fabalis ,  the  forest  form  which  breeds  in  the  wooded  country  of  Siberia, 
further  south  than  rossicus ,  the  smaller  tundra  form.  Fabalis  was  the 
commoner  form  and  occurred  in  larger  flocks  in  Lincolnshire,  but  I 
have  also  seen  rossicus ,  generally  in  twos  or  threes  or  with  other  geese, 
usually  Whitefronts. 

From  the  Grey  Goose  of  the  genus  Anser ,  we  come  to  the  genus 
Branta ,  the  short  black-billed  geese.  The  first  of  these,  the  Barnacle 
Goose,  must  be  regarded  almost  as  a  vagrant  to  the  County.  Probably 
a  few  are  present  along  the  coast  most  years  and  they  were  probably 
more  frequent  fifty  or  more  years  ago,  when  there  were  regular  records 
of  birds  along  the  coast,  mostly  in  the  Tetney  Haven  area.  Barnacle 
Geese  are  in  fact  not  common  at  any  point  on  the  east  coast  of  Britain, 
but  prefer  the  West  Coast  of  Scotland  and  the  Islands.  Probably  the 
few  birds  which  occur  regularly  on  the  Northumberland  coast  are 
Spitzbergen  birds  on  passage  to  the  Solway.  Some  of  these  may  stray 
as  far  south  as  Lincolnshire,  or  our  birds  may  come  from  the  large 
Siberian  population  which  normally  stops  short  of  us  on  the  polders 
of  North  Holland.  The  largest  flock  I  have  seen  in  Lincolnshire  is  one 
of  eleven,  in  January,  1947  off  the  coast  at  Friskney. 

There  is  however  often  one  or  more  Barnacle  geese  in  a  flock  of 
Pinkfeet,  where  they  appear  to  be  completely  accepted.  Behaviour  in 
several  instances  has  suggested  that  the  two  species  were  paired,  but, 
as  far  as  I  know,  there  is  no  record  of  any  wild  hybrid  progeny. 

The  next  species,  the  Dark-bellied  Brent,  was  once  an  inhabitant  of 
the  Wash  in  countless  numbers.  I  can  remember  in  1918  sailing  with 
my  father  through  a  mile  and  a  quarter  of  Brent  —  we  could  measure 
the  length  by  the  known  length  of  the  exposed  sandbanks,  but  we 
could  not  attempt  a  guess  at  their  numbers,  which  must  have  amounted 
to  tens  of  thousands.  They  took  very  little  notice  of  us  for  we  were  in  a 
small  boat  and  the  local  fishermen,  who  often  remarked  on  the  near¬ 
ness  to  which  they  could  sail  to  Brent,  used  to  say  that  this  was  because 
they  were  unable  to  distinguish  between  a  small  sailing  boat  close  to 
and  a  big  sailing  boat  far  off.  It  is  as  good  an  explanation  as  any  other, 
for  one  could  certainly  sail  to  them  when  one  could  not  row.  But  more 
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than  their  numbers,  I  remember  the  noise  they  made  —  the  almost 
deafening  chorus  of  ‘cerrunks’  of  varying  pitch,  which  is  the  reason 
for  the  local  name  of  “Crankers”. 

Since  that  time  there  has  been  such  a  dramatic  decline  in  numbers 
that  it  was  felt  that  the  species  might  be  in  danger  of  extinction.  One 
of  the  causes  of  this  decrease  was,  it  has  been  suggested,  a  wasting 
disease  of  eel  grass  (. Zostera  marina ),  which  is  this  species’  preferred 
food.  This  is  not  true  of  the  Wash  for  there  was  never  enough  eel 
grass  there  to  support  more  than  a  few  Brent,  because  the  sandy  sub¬ 
stratum  is  too  unstable  for  it  (Butcher,  1941).  There  were  however 
vast  acres  of  enteromorph  and  at  low  water  much  of  the  Wash  presented 
the  picture  of  almost  limitless  green  fields.  It  was  this,  together  with 
other  marine  vegetation  such  as  ulva,  on  which  they  fed  and  when 
they  left  in  the  spring  the  mud  banks  seemed  as  green  as  ever.  They 
rarely  crossed  the  sea  walls,  but  in  1951  at  Wainfleet  there  was  a 
regular  flight  over  the  sea  wall  to  the  newly  reclaimed  land  which 
had  been  put  down  to  grass,  but  not  yet  effectively  drained  so  that 
there  were  frequent  freshwater  flashes. 

Dredging  of  the  outfalls  of  the  rivers,  and  especially  of  the  Welland, 
and  alteration  in  the  channels  has  so  altered  the  ecology  of  the  mud¬ 
flats  that  enteromorph  is  very  much  reduced  at  the  present  time,  but 
this  decrease  both  in  enteromorph  and  in  eel  grass  followed  the  decrease 
in  the  Brent  and  cannot  have  caused  it.  The  cause  of  the  decline  has 
been  mainly  interference  by  man.  McNeile  (1941)  and  others  have 
given  a  graphic  description  of  raids  by  ‘hunters’  on  the  breeding  grounds 
in  Spitzbergen  and  other  islands,  and  of  the  complete  despoliation  and 
destruction  of  breeding  colonies.  There  was  also  a  disturbance  at  this 
critical  time  by  a  vast  Russian  geological  expedition,  which  brought 
many  men,  aeroplanes,  machinery  and  explosives  into  the  breeding 
area.  The  Russians  put  this  decline  as  high  as  90%  (Uspenski,  1960) 
and  they  say  that  where  authors  fifty  years  ago  described  enormous 
black  clouds  of  Brent  covering  the  whole  horizon,  there  is  now  often 
not  a  single  bird  to  be  seen.  Naumann  (Alpherakay,  1904)  vividly 
described  flocks  on  the  northern  coast  of  France,  “where  the  notes  of 
countless  flocks  drown  the  roar  of  the  waves,  and  where  their  swarms 
from  afar  darken  the  light”.  This  may  have  been  a  too  imaginative 
description  of  the  Brent  at  any  time  in  the  Wash,  but  their  formerly  vast 
numbers  declined  rapidly  in  the  1930’s,  dwindling  to  a  few  hundred 
birds  in  the  1950’s.  In  the  last  decade  there  has  been  some  improve¬ 
ment  and  it  is  probable  that  at  its  peak  the  population  now  is  of  some 
6  —  8,000  birds. 

According  to  Caton  Haigh  (Smith  and  Cornwallis,  1955),  the  Pale- 
bellied  Brent  ( Branta  bernicla  hrota )  and  the  Dark-bellied  form  ( Brant  a 
bernicla  bernicla )  used  to  occur  in  approximately  equal  numbers  in  the 
north-east  of  the  County.  I  doubt  whether  this  was  ever  true  of  the 
Wash.  I  did  a  careful  differential  count  in  1932  when  the  proportion 
of  dark  to  light  forms  was  8  to  1,  and  in  1934,  when  the  difference  was 
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even  greater,  11  dark  to  1  light  form.  The  Light-bellied  form  appears 
now  to  be  very  rare  on  the  Lincolnshire  coast  and  I  have  not  seen  any 
since  1962  when  I  saw  five  at  Leverton. 

The  last  species  to  consider  is  the  Canada  Goose.  The  species  was 
introduced  into  Britain  from  North  America  some  time  before  1650. 
It  must  have  established  itself  well  for  it  was  described  by  Latham, 
writing  in  1785,  as  “a  familiar  bird  in  gentlemen’s  seats.”  It  is  well 
established  in  Lincolnshire  where  several  birds  breed  successfully 
each  year.  Its  greatest  concentration  is  at  Grimsthorpe  where  there  are 
at  times  as  many  as  three  hundred  birds. 

There  is  one  aspect  of  Wild  Geese  in  Lincolnshire  which  I  would  like 
to  mention  before  I  end  my  address.  Lincolnshire  is  essentially  an 
agricultural  county  and  anything  which  interferes  with  agriculture  is 
at  risk.  We  are  however  fortunate  to  be  living  in  one  of  the  more  en¬ 
lightened  counties  and  most  farmers  are  proud  of  their  geese,  welcom¬ 
ing  their  arrival  in  the  autumn,  regarding  them  more  as  an  asset  than 
a  liability,  and  giving  them  a  very  important  measure  of  protection  on 
their  feeding  grounds. 

How  do  geese  affect  agriculture?  Many  species  have  no  effect  at  all. 
Brent  geese  feed  on  vegetation  of  no  economic  importance  and  very 
seldom  cross  the  sea  wall.  Barnacle  and  Whitefronted  geese,  if  they 
occurred  in  sufficient  numbers  for  their  effect  to  be  felt,  would  feed 
only  on  resting  winter  grass  at  a  time  when  it  was  not  required  for 
stock.  Canada  geese  and  Greylags,  if  they  became  sufficiently  numerous, 
might  well  be  a  nuisance,  for,  being  resident,  they  would  feed  in  the 
spring  on  the  growing  crops  and  throughout  the  summer  and  being 
such  large  and  heavy  birds  they  would  cause  damage  by  trampling  down. 

The  only  goose  at  present  in  sufficient  numbers  in  the  county  to 
present  a  possible  economic  problem  is  the  Pink-footed  goose.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that  in  Lincolnshire  it  does  a  great  amount  of  good 
and  only  very  rarely  any  harm.  In  the  autumn  they  feed  on  stubble 
and  seeds,  doing  much  gleaning.  They  destroy  many  weeds  such  as 
Polygonum  and  A  triplex  spp.  and  they  add  an  appreciable  amount  of 
manure.  As  Rear  (1963)  has  shown,  by  feeding  on  the  undersown 
nurse  crop  they  check  leaf  growth  and  promote  tillering.  They  oc¬ 
casionally  injure  cocksfoot  because  it  is  much  less  deep-rooted  than  rye 
grass,  and  occasionally  in  very  wet  weather  they  do  some  harm  by 
paddling  down  and  interfering  with  soil  aeration  and  plant  growth.  In 
the  potato  fields  they  clear  the  ground  of  the  unharvested  crop  which 
may  amount  to  24  cwt.  to  the  acre.  In  such  a  case  one  acre  would 
provide  600  goose-food  days.  When  the  cereals  are  through,  they  graze 
the  growing  plants  and,  as  in  the  case  of  the  nurse  crop,  by  preventing 
too  much  leaf  growth,  they  promote  tillering.  They  do  in  fact  what 
farmers  who  are  not  fortunate  enough  to  have  a  flock  of  wild  geese  at 
hand  have  to  make  do  with  sheep.  If  our  geese  stayed  longer  with  us 
into  the  spring  they  might  do  harm,  for  over-grazing  of  cereals  after 
growth  has  started  again  in  the  spring  may  weaken  the  plant.  They 
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also  leave  before  the  appearance  of  the  spring  bite  when  grassland  is 
at  its  most  valuable  state  for  the  feeding  of  stock. 

What  is  the  future  for  geese  in  our  County  ?  I  believe  that  with  the 
continued  goodwill  of  farmers  who  protect  them  on  their  feeding 
grounds,  with  the  forbearance  of  wildfowlers  and  their  refusal  to 
disturb  them  on  their  roosts,  with  possibly  the  formation  of  a  refuge 
on  one  part  of  the  Wash  along  the  enlightened  lines  of  those  who  brought 
about  the  Humber  Wildfowl  Refuge,  and  finally  with  a  complete 
protection,  which  may  only  be  temporary,  of  those  species  seriously 
reduced  in  numbers,  there  is  no  reason  why  our  children  and  our 
children’s  children  for  many  generations  to  come  should  not  enjoy  the 
sight  and  sound  of  what  I  think  are  the  most  exciting  and  interesting 
members  of  the  fauna  of  the  County. 
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A  CHECK-LIST  OF  LINCOLNSHIRE  LICHENS 

Mark  R.  D.  Seaward,  m.sc.,  M.i.Biol. 

Introduction 

Lichenology  has  lived  up  to  its  reputation,  as  being  the  neglected 
branch  of  botany,  in  Lincolnshire.  The  only  published  records  are 
meagre  and  appear  mainly  before  1905  in  The  Naturalist  and  after 
1960  in  the  Lincolnshire  Naturalists'  Union  Transactions . 

Dr.  F.  A.  Lees,  who  resided  in  the  Market  Rasen  area  from  1877 
to  1879,  made  the  only  serious  attempt  to  list  the  lichens  of  Lincoln¬ 
shire,  and  published  his  records  in  White’s  Directory  for  Lincolnshire 
(1892).  Several  of  these  records  are  doubtful  in  modern  interpretation 
of  nomenclature,  but  nevertheless  provide  a  useful  foundation  for 
present-day  research.  Further  details  of  Lees’  observations  and  un¬ 
published  records  are  to  be  found  in  his  manuscripts,  but  many  of  his 
records  are  unlocalized  and  appear  as  loc.  non  cit.  in  this  check-list. 

Watson’s  Census  Catalogue  of  British  Lichens  (1953)  contains 
records  for  vice-counties  53  and  54  (only  five  and  ten  records  respec¬ 
tively!),  but  their  origin  is  based  either  on  Lees’  work  or  the  details  are 
unknown. 

A  more  recent  attempt  has  been  made  to  rouse  interest.  The  autumn 
field  meetings  of  the  British  Lichen  Society  (abbreviated  to  B.L.S.  in 
the  check  list)  at  Market  Rasen  (October,  1962)  and  Stamford  (October, 
1965)  have  done  much  to  encourage  local  work. 

This  check-list  is  by  no  means  exhaustive,  but  is  an  attempt  to 
place  on  record  the  sum  total  of  lichenological  studies  in  Lincolnshire 
over  the  past  100  years.  It  is  hoped  that  this  list  will  provide  a  basis 
for  future  distribution  studies  in  the  county. 

Arrangement  of  the  Check-list 

The  nomenclature,  with  few  exceptions,  is  according  to  James 
(1965).  Common  synonyms,  and  nomenclature  published  for  previous 
Lincolnshire  records,  are  given  in  many  instances.  A  first  record 
(recorder  and  year)  and  divisional  distribution  to  date  (see:  Jukes- 
Brown  &  Peacock,  1895;  Seaward,  1964)  are  given.  Divisional  records 
in  parentheses  are  for  extinctions.  A  comprehensive  list  of  literature, 
MSS.  and  herbaria  consulted  follows  the  check-list. 

Acknowledgment 

I  should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  Mr.  J.  R.  Laundon  for  his 
assistance  and  active  interest  throughout  the  course  of  this  work,  and 
for  criticism  of  the  manuscript. 

Check-list 

Alectoria  fuscescens  Gyeln.  B.L.S.,  1962.  7. 

A.jubata  auct.  angl.,  non  (L.)  Ach .= A.  fuscescens. 

Anapty chia  ciliaris  (L.)  Korb.  Stow,  1898.  13,  14. 
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Arthonia  dccolorans  (Turn.  &  Borr.  ex  Sm.)  Erichs  =  Scliismatomma 
decolorans. 

Aspicilia  calcar ea  (L.)  Mudd =Lecanora  calcar ea. 

Baeomyces  rufus  (Huds.)  Rebent.  Lees,  1892.  loc.  non  cit. 

Biatora  coarctata  (Sm.)  Th.  Fr .= Lecidea  coarctata. 

B.  granulosa  (Hoffm.)  Flot. = Lecidea  granulosa. 

B.  lucida  (Ach.)  Fr .  =  Lecidea  lucida. 

B .  quernea  (Dicks.)  Fr .= Lecidea  quernea. 

B.  uliginosa  (Schrad.)  Fr.= Lecidea  uliginosa. 

Biatorina  griffithii  (Sm.)  Massal. =Catillaria  griffithii. 

Buellia  alboatra  (Hoffm.)  Deichm.  Br.  &  Rostr.  B.L.S.,  1962.  7. 

B.  canescens  (Dicks.)  DNot.  Lees,  1892.  1 — 11,  13,  15 — 18. 

B.  myriocarpa  (DC.)  DNot.  =  Z?.  punctata. 

B.  punctata  (Hoffm.)  Massal.  B.L.S.,  1962.  3,  7,  9,  16,  17. 

Calicium  hyperellum  (Ach.)  Ach.=C.  viride. 

C.  viride  Pers.  Lees.  1892.  7. 

Caloplaca  arenaria  (Pers.)  Miill.  Arg.=C.  teicholyta. 

C.  aurantia  (Pers.)  Hellb.  B.L.S.,  1962.  7,  16,  18. 

C.  citrina  (Hoffm.)  Th.  Fr.  Seaward,  1963.  13,  16,  17. 

C.  decipiens  (Arnold)  Jatta.  Chandler,  1965,  16. 

C.  heppiana  (Miill.  Arg.)  Zahlbr.  B.L.S.,  1962.  2,  7,  13,  15 — 18. 

C.  holocarpa  (Hoffm.)  Wade.  B.L.S.,  1962.  7,  15,  16. 

C.  medians  (Nyl.)  Flag .=Candelariella  medians. 

C.  murorum  (Ach.)  Th.  Fr.  B.L.S.,  1962.  7. 

C.  pyracea  (Ach.)  Th.  Fr.=C.  holocarpa. 

C.  teicholyta  (Ach.)  Steiner.  B.L.S.,  1962.  7,  16. 

Candelariella  aurella  (Hoffm.)  Zahlbr.  B.L.S.,  1965.  16. 

C.  medians  (Nyl.)  A.  L.  Sm.  B.L.S.,  1962.  7,  16. 

C.  vitellina  (Hoffm.)  Miill.  Arg.  B.L.S.,  1962.  2—7,  11,  13,  15 — 17. 
Catillaria  griffithii  (Sm.)  Malme.  B.L.S.,  1962.  7,  11,  15,  16. 

Cetraria  chlorophylla  (Willd.)  Vain.  B.L.S.,  1962.  7,  10,  15. 

C.glauca  (L.)  Ach.  B.L.S.,  1962.  7,  15,  16. 

C.  islandica  (L.)  Ach.  Lees,  1877.  7. 

Chaenotheca  ferruginea  (Turn,  ex  Sm.)  Mig  B.L.S.,  1962.  7,  11,  15,  16. 
C.  melanophaea  (Ach.)  Zwackh^C.  ferruginea. 

Cladonia  arbuscula  (Wallr.)  Rabenh.  Lees,  1877.  2,  3,  5,  7,  10. 

C.  bacillaris  Nyl.  Seaward,  1959.  2,  5,  7. 

C.  chlorophaea  (Florke  ex  Sommerf.)  Spreng.  Lees,  1892.  2,  3,  5 — 8, 
10,  11,  13,  15,  16. 

C.  coccifera  (L.)  Willd.  Fowler,  1854.  2,  7. 

C.  coniocraea  (Florke)  Spreng.  Laundon,  1954.  1,  2,  4 — 7,  10,  12,  13, 
15,  16. 

C.  conista  (Ach.)  Robb,  ex  Allen.  Seaward,  1961.  1,  7,  15,  16. 

C.  cornutoradiata  (Coem.)  Sandst.  =  C.  subulata. 

C.  digitata  (L.)  Hoffm.  B.L.S.,  1962.  7. 

C.fimbriata  (L.)  Fr.  Lees,  1892.  1 — 3,  5 — 8,  10 — 13,  15,  16. 
C.fimbriata  var.  conista  (Ach.)  Nyl.  =  C.  conista. 

C.  flabelliformis  Vain. =6.  polydactyla. 
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C.  floerkeana  (Fr.)  Sommerf.  Seaward,  1962.  1,  7. 

C.foliacea  (Huds.)  Willd.  Seaward,  1962.  2. 

C.furcata  (Huds.)  Schrad.  Lees,  1877.  2,  5,  7,  10,  11,  16. 

C.glauca  Florke.  B.L.S.,  1962.  7. 

C.  gracilis  (L.)  Willd.  Riches,  1891.  7  (11). 

C.  impexa  Harm.  Seaward,  1961.  5,  7,  11. 

C.  macilenta  Hoffm.  Lees,  1892.  1,  5,  7,  8,  10,  12,  13. 

C.  pocillum  (Ach.)  O.  J.  Rich.  B.L.S.,  1965.  15. 

C.  polydactyla  (Florke)  Spreng.  B.L.S.,  1962.  7,  13,  16. 

(C.  pyxidata  (L.)  Hoffm.  Fowler,  1854.  No  recent  records;  older 
records  for  divisions  2,  3,  7,  9 — 11,  13 — 15  are  most  likely  to  be 
C.  chlorophaea). 

C.  pyxidata  var.  chlorophaea  (Florke  ex  Sommerf.)  Florke =C.  chloro¬ 
phaea. 

C.  pyxidata  var.  pocillum  (Ach.)  Flot=C.  pocillum. 

(C.  rangiferina  (L.)  Web.  Peck,  1815.  Old  records  for  divisions  1,  2,  5, 
7,  9,  10,  13  are  incorrect  by  modern  interpretations  of  this  species; 
this  species  has  never  been  found  in  Lowland  Britain). 

C.  rangiformis  Hoffm.  Lees,  1892,  2,  5,  11,  15,  16. 

C.  scabriuscula  (Del.  ex  Duby)  Leight.  Spurrier,  1961.  10. 

C.  squamosa  (Scop.)  Hoffm.  Seaward,  1961.  2,  5,  7. 

C.  subrangiformis  Sandst.  B.L.S.,  1965.  15,  16. 

Status  of  this  taxon  not  fully  understood. 

C.  subsquamosa  (Nyl.)  Nyl.  ex  Cromb.  Holland,  1965.  7. 

Separated  from  C.  squamosa  by  a  chemical  test  only. 

C.  sylvatica  auct.=C.  arbuscula. 

C.  uncialis  (L.)  Web.  Fowler,  1895.  5,  7. 

Collema  crispum  (Huds.)  Web.  B.L.S.,  1962.  7,  16. 

C.  cristatum  (L.)  Web.  L.N.U.,  1898.  15. 

C .  fasciculare  (L.)  Web.  L.N.U.,  1898.  15. 

C.  granuliferum  Nyl.=C.  cristatum. 

C.  limosum  (Ach.)  Ach.  L.N.U.,  1898.  15. 

C.  tenax  (Sw.)  Ach.  B.L.S.,  1965.  16. 

Cornicularia  aculeata  (Schreb.)  Ach.  Lees,  1877.  2,  5,  7,  10. 

Cyphelium  inquinans  (Sm.)  Trevis.  Chandler,  1964.  15,  16. 

Diploicia  canescens  (Dicks.)  Massal.=-Bwe//za  canescens. 

Diploschistes  scruposus  (Schreb.)  Norm.  Lees,  1892.  loc.  non  cit. 

Evernia  furfuracea  (L.)  Mann=Parmelia  furfur acea. 

E.  prunastri  (L.)  Ach.  Lees,  1892.  4,  7,  8,  10,  11,  13 — 16. 

Graphis  scripta  (L.)  Ach.  Lees,  1892.  loc.  non  cit. 

Hypogymnia  physodes  (L.)  Nyl =Parmelia  physodes. 

Lecanactis  abietina  (Ach.)  Korb.  B.L.S.,  1962.  7,  15. 

Lecanora  atra  (Huds.)  Ach.  Seaward,  1961.  7,  16 — 18. 

L.  calcarea  (L.)  Sommerf.  B.L.S.,  1962.  2,  3,  7,  13,  15 — 17. 

L.  campestris  (Schaer.)  Hue.  B.L.S.,  1962.  3,  7,  11,  13,  15 — 17. 

L.  chlarotera  Nyl.  Lees,  1892.  15. 
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L.  conizaeoides  Nyl,  ex  Cromb.  Laundon,1954.  1 — 13,  15 — 18. 

L.  crenulata  (Dicks.)  Hook.  B.L.S.,  1962.  7. 

L.  dispersa  (Pers.)  Sommerf. 

forma  dispersa.  Seaward,  1961.  2 — 7,  9,  11,  13,  15 — 18. 
forma  albescens  (Hoffm.)  Laund.  Lees,  1892.  3,  7,  16,  17. 

L.  expallens  Ach.  B.L.S.,  1962.  7,  15,  16. 

L.  galactina  Ach.=L.  dispersa  forma  albescens. 

L.  intricata  var.  soralifera  Suza.  B.L.S.,  1962.  7. 

L.  muralis  (Schreb.)  Rabenh.  Lees,  1892.  2,  3,  6,  8,  11,  13,  15 — 18. 

L.  radiosa  auct.  angl.,  non  (Hoffm.)  Schaer=L.  subcircinata. 

L.  saxicola  (Pollich)  Ach.=L.  muralis. 

L.  subcircinata  Nyl.  Watson,  1953.  loc.  non  cit. 

Lecidea  coarctata  (Sm.)  Nyl.  B.L.S.,  1962.  7. 

L.  fuscorubens  (Nyl.)  Nyl .—Protoblastenia  monticola. 

L.  granulosa  (Hoffm.)  Ach.  B.L.S.,  1962.  2,  3,  5,  7,  15. 

L.  limitata  (Scop.)  Gray.  Lees,  1892.  loc.  non  cit. 

L.  lucida  (Ach.)  Ach.  B.L.S.,  1962.  7,  11,  16. 

L.  macrocarpa  (DC.)  Steud.  Watson,  1953.  7. 

L.  quadricolor  (Dicks.)  Borr.  ex  Hook=L.  granulosa. 

L.  quernea  (Dicks.)  Ach.  Lees,  1892.  loc.  non  cit. 

L.  scalaris  (Ach.)  Ach.  B.L.S.,  1962.  7,  15,  16. 

L.  stigmatea  Ach.  Chandler,  1965.  15 — 17. 

L.  tumida  Massal.  B.L.S.,  1962.  7. 

L.  uliginosa  (Schrad.)  Ach.  B.L.S.,  1962.  7,  16. 

Lepraria  candelaris  (L.)  Fr.  B.L.S.,  1962.  7,  8,  15. 

L.  incana  (L.)  Ach.  Seaward,  1961.  2 — 13,  15 — 17. 

Lobaria  pulmonaria  (L.)  Hoffm.  Lees,  1892.  loc.  non  cit. 

Ochrolechia  subviridis  (Hoeg)  Erichs  =  O.  yasudae. 

O.  yasudae  Vain.  Seaward,  1963.  7. 

Parmelia  aspera  Massal.  Lees,  1892.  loc.  non  cit. 

P.  caperata  (L.)  Ach.  Lees,  1877.  7,  8,  11. 

P.  exasperata  auct.,  non  (Ach.)  DNot.=P.  aspera. 

P .  f uliginosa  var.  laetevirens  (Flot.  ex  Korb.)  Nyl.  =  P.  glabratula. 

P.  furfuracea  (L.)  Ach.  Lees,  1892.  loc.  non  cit. 

P.  glabratula  (Lamy)  Nyl.  subsp.  glabratula.  Seaward,  1963.  8,  15,  16. 
P.  perlata  (Huds.)  Ach.  Lees,  1892.  loc.  non  cit. 

P.  physodes  (L.)  Ach.  Lees,  1877.  4,  5,  7 — 11,  13 — 16. 

P.  saxatilis  (L.)  Ach.  Lees,  1892.  8,  11,  15,  16. 

P.  subaurifera  Nyl.  B.L.S.,  1962.  7. 

P.  subrudecta  Nyl.  Laundon,  1954.  8,  15,  16. 

P.  sulcata  T.  Tayl.  Lees,  1892.  3,  7 — 13,  15,  16. 

P.  tubulosa  (Schaer.)  Bitt.  B.L.S.,  1962.  7,  15. 

Parmeliopsis  ambigua  (Wulf.)  Nyl.  B.L.S.,  1962.  7,  15,  16. 

Peltigera  canina  (L.)  Willd.  Fowler,  1854.  2,  3,  5,  7,  10  —  16. 

P.  polydactyla  (Neck.)  Hoffm.  Allison,  1930.  2,  10,  15. 

P.  praetextata  (Florke  ex  Sommerf.)  Zopf.  Allison,  1930.  9. 

P.  rufescens  (Weiss)  Humb.  Lees,  1892.  1,  2,  5 — 7,  11,  16. 
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P.  spuria  (Ach.)  DC.  Gilbert,  1942.  2,  5,  11,  15,  16. 

Pertusaria  albescens  (Huds.)  Choisy  &  Wern. 
var.  albescens.  B.L.S.,  1962.  7. 
var.  corallina  (Zahlbr.)  Laund.  B.L.S.,  1962.  3,  7. 

P.  amor  a  (Ach.)  Nyl.  Lees,  1892.  3,  7,  8,  15,  16. 

P.  globulifera  (Turn.)  Massal.=P.  albescens  var.  albescens. 

P.  pertusa  (L.)  Tuck.  Lees,  1892.  7,  8,  15,  16. 

Phlyctis  argena  (Ach.)  Plot.  Lees,  1892.  3,  15,  16. 

Physcia  adscendens  (Th.  Fr.)  Oliv.  em.  Bitt.  B.L.S.,  1962.  7,  9,  11,  13, 
15—17. 

P.  aipolia  (Ehrh.  ex  Humb.)  Hampe.  Lees,  1892.  loc.  non  cit. 

P.  caesia  (Hoffm.)  Hampe.  Seaward,  1962.  2,  3,  10,  11,  13,  15 — 18. 

P.  dnbia  (Hoffm.)  Lett.  B.L.S.,  1965.  15. 

P.grisea  (Lam.)  Zahlbr.  Lees,  1892.  2,  3,  11,  16,  17. 

P.  leptalea  (Ach.)  DC.  Lees,  1892.  loc.  non  cit. 

P.  orbicularis  (Neck.)  Poetsch.  Lees,  1892.  7,  11,  13,  15 — 18. 

P.  pulverulenta  (Schreb.)  Hampe.  Lees,  1892  and  Watson,  1953.  loc. 
non  cit. 

P.  stellaris  (L.)  Nyl.  em.  Harm.  Lees,  1892.  loc.  non  cit. 

P.  tenella  (Scop.)  DC.  em.  Bitt.  Lees,  1892.  2,  3,  5,  11,  15 — 17. 
Placodium  callopismum  (Ach.)  Merat — Caloplaca  aurantia. 

P.  callopismum  var.  plicatum  (Wedd.)  height.— Caloplaca  heppiana. 

P.  elegans  (Link)  DC.  =  Xanthoria  elegans. 

P.  murorum  (Ach.)  D C.=Caloplaca  murorum. 

Placynthium  nigrum  (Huds.)  Gray.  B.L.S.,  1965.  16. 

Protoblastenia  metzleri  (Korb.)  Steiner.  B.L.S.,  1965.  16. 

P.  monticola  (Ach.)  Steiner.  Clifton,  1965.  13. 

P.  rupcstris  (Scop.)  Steiner.  Clifton,  1965.  13,  15,  16. 

Ramalina  calicaris  (L.)  Fr.  Lees,  1877.  (7). 

R.  evernioides  Nyl.  Lees,  1892.  loc.  non  cit. 

R.  farinacea  (L.)  Ach.  Lees,  1892.  9,  16. 

R.  fastigiata  (Pers.)  Ach.  Lees,  1892.  (11). 

R.fraxinea  (L.)  Ach.  Lees,  1892.  (7),  (13),  (15). 

R.  pollinaria  (Westr.)  Ach.  Parsons,  1888.  (1). 

Sarcogyne  regularis  Korb.  Watson,  1953.  3,  14,  16,  17. 

Schismatomma  decolorans  (Turn.  &  Borr.  ex  Sm.)  Clauzade  &  Vezda. 
B.L.S.,  1965.  16. 

Solorina  saccata  (L.)  Ach.  Lees,  1892.  loc.  non  cit. 

Squamaria  circinata  auct.= Lecanora  subcircinata . 

S.  muralis  (Schreb.)  Elenk .= Lecanora  muralis. 

JJsnea  spp. 

Modern  interpretation  of  the  species  bears  little  relation  to  that  in 
use  in  the  19th  century.  In  the  absence  of  specimens,  few  old  records 
of  Usnea  are  of  value.  Lees,  1892,  lists  U.  barbata  var.  plicata  and 
U.  hirta  for  N.  Lines,  and  U.  barbata  for  N.  and  S.  Lines. 

U .  filipendula  Stirt.  Stow,  1898.  (13). 

U .  subfloriclana  Stirt.  B.L.S.,  1962.  7. 
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Verrucaria  aethiobola  Wahlenb.  ex  Ach.  Chandler,  1965.  16. 

V.  hochstetteri  Fr.  Seaward,  1963.  3. 

V.  integra  (Nyl.)  Nyl.=  F.  hochstetteri. 

V.  muralis  Ach.  Seaward,  1963.  3,  7,  13,  16. 

V.  nigrescens  Pers.  Seaward,  1961.  2 — 4,  6,  7,  9,  13,  15 — 17. 

V.  rupestris  Schrad.=  F.  muralis. 

V.  sphinctrina  Ach.  B.L.S.,  1965.  15,  16. 

V.  viridula  (Schrad.)  Ach.  B.L.S.,  1965.  16. 

Xanthoria  aureola  (Ach.)  Erichs.  Seaward,  1964.  11,  15 — 17. 

X.  Candelaria  (L.)  Th.  Fr.  Seaward,  1961.  3,  7,  11. 

X.  elegans  (Link)  Th.  Fr.  B.L.S.,  1962.  7. 

X.  lychnea  (Ach.)  Th.  ¥r.=X.  candelaria. 

X.  parietina  (L.)  Th.  Fr.  Lees,  1877.  1 — 11,  13 — 18. 

X.  parietina  var.  aureola  (Ach.)  Th.  ¥r.=X.  aureola. 

X.  polycarpa  (Hoffm.)  Oliv.  Seaward,  1962.  3,  11. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  HONORARY  GENERAL  SECRETARY, 

1965 

Union  activities  during  the  past  year  have  been  considerable.  The 
Annual  General  Meeting  was  held  on  March  6th.  Mr.  R.  E.  M.  Pilcher 
took  the  chair  during  the  business  part  of  the  meeting,  and  then  de¬ 
livered  an  illustrated  address  on  “Wild  Geese  of  Lincolnshire”.  Mr. 
J.  PL  Chandler  was  elected  President  and  Mr.  A.  D.  Townsend  was 
invited  to  accept  the  office  of  President-elect.  Details  of  the  officers 
elected  at  this  meeting  will  be  found  in  Transactions,  XVI,  No.  2,  p. 
83. 

Six  general  field  meetings  were  held  during  the  year  at  Tattershall 
(8th  May),  Welton  Woods  (12th  June),  Syston  Park  (10th  July),  Rimac 
(14th  August),  Wragby  (1st  September)  and  Leadenham  (11th  Septem¬ 
ber).  The  Annual  Fungus  Foray  was  held  at  Morkery  Wood  (2nd 
October)  and  the  Ornithological  Section  held  a  meeting  at  Gibraltar 
Point  (16th  October).  The  Annual  Exhibition  and  meeting  to  receive 
Sectional  Officers’  Reports  was  held  on  November  6th  and  the  Photo¬ 
graphic  Section  held  a  meeting  on  December  4th.  Mr.  I.  M.  Evans  of 
Leicester  Museum,  gave  an  illustrated  lecture  on  January  22nd  entitled, 
“A  Botanical  Expedition  to  Ethiopia”,  and  we  were  indeed  fortunate 
to  have  a  Union  member  to  step  forward  at  the  ‘eleventh  hour’  on 
February  19th,  when  Mr.  Peter  Wilson  entertained  members  with  his 
colour  slides;  Mr.  F.  T.  Baker,  our  speaker  for  the  day,  being  confined 
to  his  bed  with  a  bad  dose  of  influenza. 

Now  to  turn  to  rather  a  sad  occasion  for  me  —  my  relinquishment 
of  the  Secretaryship  of  the  Union.  It  has  been  my  privilege  to  serve 
the  Union  in  this  position  over  the  past  five  years,  but  my  move  to 
Loughborough  has  necessitated  the  forfeiture  of  an  enjoyable  task 
which  has  become  so  very  much  a  part  of  my  everyday  life.  It  is  not 
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wise  to  single  people  out  to  show  appreciation  of  support;  members, 
one  and  all,  have  given  of  their  best.  Committee  members  and  sec¬ 
tional  officers  have  worked  hard  —  although,  as  you  will  appreciate, 
naturalists  have  quite  conflicting  personalities  at  times!  I  shall  never 
forget  my  five  years  as  Secretary  to  the  Union.  I  hope  that  it  will  be 
possible  to  continue  my  researches  in  the  county,  and  that  I  will  be 
able  to  make  frequent  appearances  at  meetings. 


Recently,  the  Union  has  lost  two  of  its  oldest  and  most  valued 
members.  Mr.  A.  D.  Bates  of  Woodhall  Spa  died  on  30th  May,  1966 
at  the  age  of  87.  He  had  many  interesting  stories  to  tell  of  the  natural 
history  of  Lincolnshire  and  counted  among  his  friends  many  of  the 
older  pioneers  of  these  studies  in  the  County.  After  his  retirement  he 
joined  actively  in  the  Union’s  field  meetings  and  other  events.  He  was 
always  good  company  and  his  interest  in  the  younger  members  of  the 
Union  was  much  appreciated. 

On  6th  November,  1966  Emeritus  Professor  PI.  PI.  Swinnerton, 
c.b.e.,  died  at  the  age  of  91  at  the  home  of  his  daughter  and  son-in- 
law  at  Elstree,  Herts.  In  1901  he  became  a  lecturer  and  demonstrator 
in  the  Natural  Science  Department  of  University  College,  Nottingham 
and  later  became  the  University’s  first  Professor  of  Geology.  Lincoln¬ 
shire  always  had  a  warm  place  in  his  heart.  He  started  a  course  on 
geology  and  palaeontology  in  Lincoln  in  1925  and  by  1930  he  had 
joined  the  L.N.U.  of  which  he  became  President  in  1936  and  1937. 
His  two  Presidential  Addresses  will  long  be  remembered  by  those 
who  heard  them  —  The  Story  of  the  Lincoln  Gap  and  The  Physical 
History  of  East  Lincolnshire  are  still  authoritative  and  standard  works 
on  the  subjects.  He  became  President  of  the  Geological  Section  and 
his  fruitful  collaboration  with  Dr.  P.  E.  Kent,  earlier  one  of  his  students, 
to  produce  in  1948  the  Union’s  first  Natural  History  Brochure  on 
The  Geology  of  Lincolnshire  was  a  landmark  in  the  Union’s  history. 
This  work  is  still  standard  and  the  limited  edition  sold  out  within 
months  of  publication.  Professor  Swinnerton  led  many  field  meetings 
and  delivered  numerous  addresses  to  our  members.  His  outstanding 
ability  to  demonstrate  and  interpret  geological  features  to  students 
in  the  field  and  to  hold  spell-bound  his  audience  in  the  lecture  hall, 
always  left  them  with  a  deep  sense  of  gratitude  for  such  an  experience. 
He  spent  long  hours  in  Lincolnshire  and  used  the  County  as  a  field 
laboratory  for  his  students.  For  a  long  time  he  had  a  summer-bungalow 
at  Chapel  St.  Leonards  from  which  most  of  his  work  on  the  coastal 
history  was  undertaken.  The  County  and  this  Union  owes  much  to 
him  for  his  love  of  the  countryside  and  for  his  enthusiasm  for  the 
study  of  the  geology  and  palaeontology  of  this  region. 


F.T.B. 
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BOTANY 

Miss  E.  J.  Gibbons 

This  was  a  wet  and  chilly  year,  plants  flowered  all  the  summer  and 
autumn. 

Tattershall:  Disused  railway  and  gravel  pits.  Flixweed  ( Descurainia 
sophia)  and  Alkanet  ( Pentaglottis  sempervirens )  were  seen  near  the 
station.  Several  small  weeds  were  in  flower  on  the  track  including 
Lamb’s  Lettuce  (V alerianella  locusta ),  Thale  Cress  ( Arabidopsis 
thaliana)  and  Yellow  and  Blue  Forget-me-nots  ( Myosotis  discolor).  Bur 
Chervil  ( Anthriscus  caucalis)  was  seen  in  the  ballast  pit. 

Welton  Wood:  One  or  two  worthwhile  finds  were  made,  although 
due  to  a  hot  week  in  May,  it  was  too  late  for  spring  flowers. 

Syston:  Brookweed  ( Samolus  valerandi)  and  Gipsywort  ( Lycopus 
europaeus)  were  found  near  the  lake,  and  a  striking  alien,  Strawberry 
Blite  ( Chenopodium  capitatum)  was  a  surprise  find. 

Saltfleetby:  The  usual  dune  and  littoral  plants  were  observed.  The 
Pyramid  Orchids  {Anacamptis  pyramidalis)  were  not  quite  over,  but  the 
Marsh  Orchids  were  in  seed.  Parsley  Water  Dropwort  ( Oenanthe 
lachenalii)  was  seen  in  quantity  and  Carline  Thistles  ( Carlina  vulgaris) 
were  flowering  well. 

Wragby:  The  Goltho  and  Apley  Woods  were  visited  and  a  number 
of  summer  flowers  were  in  blossom,  including  Cow  Wheat  ( Melampyrum 
pratense ),  Upright  St.  John’s  Wort  {Hypericum  pulchrum)  and  Purple 
Loosestrife  {Ly  thrum  salicaria).  Trees  noted  were  Small-leaved  Lime 
{Tilia  cordata ),  Wild  Service  Tree  {Sorbus  torminalis ),  Aspen  {Populus 
tremula)  and  Alder  Buckthorn  {Frangula  alnus). 

Leadenham:  Fulbeck  Wood  was  visited  and  members  were  interest¬ 
ed  to  see  the  Black  Walnut  trees  planted  there.  Leadenham  Quarry 
was  being  recolonised  by  much  vegetation  —  especially  Yellow  Melilot 
{Melilotus  officinalis),  Poppies,  Thistles  and  Prickly  Lettuce  {Lactuca 
virosa). 

Morkery  Woods,  near  South  Witham:  These  are  large  and 
varied  —  part  had  been  replanted  by  the  Forestry  Commission  and 
part  was  composed  of  tall  saplings  which  had  grown  up  since  felling 
was  undertaken  about  twenty  years  ago.  The  quarry  by  the  entrance 
was  full  of  Wood  Vetch  {Vida  sylvatica).  There  was  a  good  deal  of 
Nettle-leaved  Bellflower  {Campanula  trachelium ),  and  a  few  plants  of 
Orpine  {Sedum  telephium)  and  Small  Teasel  {Dipsacus  pilosus). 

County  Records: 

127/1  Dianthus  armeria  L.  10  Z.  Porter 

Vice-County  Records: 

207/5  Lathyrus  tuber osus  L.  6  E.  Hargrave 

577/17  Potamogeton  compressus  L.  IB.  Howitt  and 

E.  J.  Gibbons 
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Divisional  Records: 

697/2 

Air  a  caryophyllea  L. 

9 

L.N.U. 

663/24 

Car  ex  pallescens  L. 

11 

L.N.U. 

421/1 

Chaenorhinum  minus  (L.)  Lange 

1 

E.J.G. 

45/1 

Clematis  vitalba  L. 

17 

E.J.G. 

522/1 

Conyza  canadensis  (L.)  Cronq. 

15 

E.J.G.  and  M.  Thoday 

693/2 

Helictotrichon  pubescens  (Huds.) 

Pilg. 

1 

E.J.G. 

676/9 

Poa  comprcssa  L. 

10 

E.J.G.  and  Z.P. 

108/5 

Sisymbrium  altissimum  L. 

15 

E.J.G.  and  M.T. 

232/7 

Sorbus  torminalis  (L.)  Crantz 

6 

E.J.G. 

430/4 

Veronica  scutellata  L. 

17 

E.J.G. 

BRYOLOGY 

Mark  R.  D.  Seaward,  m.sc.,  M.i.Biol. 

Another  milestone  in  British  Bryology  has  been  the  publication  this 
year  of  the  4th  edition  of  the  Census  Catalogue  of  British  Hepatics 
(Paton,  1965).  Since  the  publication  of  the  3rd  edition  (Wilson,  1930), 
thirty  new  vice-county  records  for  Lincolnshire  have  been  added. 
Nevertheless,  the  recording  of  hepatics  from  Lincolnshire  has  been 
sadly  neglected.  Indeed  little  work  has  been  done  since  the  publication 
of  lists  by  Lees  (1892),  Stow  (1902)  and  Reeves  (1906).  Many  species 
have  no  doubt  disappeared  from  the  county  during  the  past  sixty 
years  due  to  intensified  agriculture,  deforestation  and  urbanization, 
but  many  of  the  smaller  forms  have  been  overlooked.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  more  members  will  participate  in  county  divisional  and  10  km. 
grid  square  recording  so  that  a  clearer  picture  of  the  changing  bryophyte 
flora  can  be  attained. 

I  should  like  to  record  my  thanks  once  again  to  the  numerous  members 
of  the  Union  and  the  British  Bryological  Society  for  their  help  during 
the  past  year  —  especially  Miss  W.  Heath  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Chandler. 

Moss  Records  for  1965: 

Index  numbers  and  nomenclature  according  to  Warburg  (1963). 

Vice-County  Records: 

5/3  Polytrichum  urnigerum  Hedw. 

V.C.  53.  floor  of  sand-pit.  Blind  Eye  Quarry,  July,  1965, 
J.  H.  Chandler.  {Trans.  Brit.  Bryol.  Soc.,  4,  860). 

122  3  Anomodon  viticulosus  (Hedw.)  Hook  &  Tayl. 

V.C.  53.  Bulby  Hall  Wood  (53  0426),  Feb.  1965,  J.  H. 
Chandler. 

There  is  a  record  for  Great  Ponton  made  by  E.  A.  W.  Peacock 
(31/7/1902),  but  it  is  not  substantiated  by  herbarium  material 
{Trans.  Brit.  Bryol.  Soc.,  5,  202). 
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1 35/ 1  Isothecium  myurum  Brid. 

V.C.  53.  tree  trunk,  Morkery  Wood,  Sept.  1965,  J.  H. 
Chandler.  {Trans.  Brit.  Bryol.  Soc .,  5,  203). 

Divisional  Records: 

8/4  Fissidens  bryoides  Hedw. 

div.  16.  Callans  Lane  Wood,  March  1965,  J.  H.  Chandler. 

8  17  F.  adianthoides  Hedw. 

div.  16.  Grimsthorpe  Park,  Oct.  1965,  M.  Seaward. 

31/5  Campylopus  pyriformis  (Schultz)  Brid. 

div.  16.  Callans  Lane  Wood,  March,  1965,  J.  H.  Chandler. 

52/1  Weissia  controversa  Hedw. 

div.  16.  Copthill  gravel-pits,  Aug.  1964,  J.  H.  Chandler. 

52/11  W.  crispa  (Hedw.)  Mitt. 

div.  16.  Grimsthorpe  Park,  Oct.  1965,  J.  H.  Chandler. 

77/29  Bryum  rubens  Mitt. 

div.  3.  Wrawby,  April  1965,  M.  Seaward, 
div.  17.  near  Risegate,  March  1962,  P.  Bourne. 

79  9  Mnium  longirostrum  Brid. 

div.  16.  Temple  Wood,  April  1965,  J.  H.  Chandler. 

79/14  M.  punctatum  Hedw. 

div.  16.  Callans  Lane  Wood,  Oct.  1965,  J.  H.  Chandler. 

100  1  Fontinalis  antipyretica  Hedw. 

div.  17.  Pinchbeck  Bars,  April  1965,  J.  H.  Chandler. 

1418  Eurhynchium  riparioides  (Hedw.)  Rich. 

div.  2.  near  Appleby  (44/9513),  March  1965,  M.  Seaward, 
div.  17.  Pinchbeck  Bars  (53/2024),  April  1965,  J.  H.  Chandler. 

141/11  E.  confertum  { Dicks.)  Milde. 

div.  16.  Copthill  gravel-pits,  March  1965,  J.  H.  Chandler. 

149/6  Plagiothecium  curvifolium  Schlieph.  ex  Limpr. 

div.  16.  Temple  Wood,  April  1965,  J.  H.  Chandler. 

154/l.n.  Hypnum  cupressiforme  var.  lacunosum  Brid. 

div.  15.  Morkery  Wood,  Aug  1965,  J.  H.  Chandler. 
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Mark  R.  D.  Seaward,  m.sc.,  M.i.Biol. 

The  most  important  contribution  to  the  County  lichen  flora  this 
year  was  provided  by  the  visit  of  the  British  Lichen  Society  to  Stam¬ 
ford  in  October.  A  detailed  account  of  the  work  undertaken,  which  was 
concentrated  mainly  in  grid  square  53/02,  is  to  be  found  elsewhere 
(Seaward,  1966).  The  thirty  vice-county  records  made  on  that  occasion 
are  included  in  the  1965  records  which  follow  this  report.  This  is  the 
second  visit  of  the  British  Lichen  Society  to  the  county  during  the 
past  three  years  (Seaward,  1962). 

10  km.  grid  square  mapping  has  continued  and  interesting  records 
and  collections  have  been  provided  by  Miss  W.  Heath,  Mr.  J.  H. 
Chandler,  Mr.  G.  N.  Holland  and  Mr.  E.  H.  Clifton.  A  second  record 
of  Ramalina  farinacea  in  recent  years  (see  also  Seaward,  1964)  —  this 
time  by  Mr.  Chandler  from  the  Stamford  area  —  is  of  particular  interest. 

The  publication  of  A  New  Check-list  of  British  Lichens  (James,  1965) 
will  do  much  to  help  ‘clear  the  air’  in  a  branch  of  botany  which  has 
been  beset  with  taxomomic  disturbances.  The  nomenclature  of  the 
following  records  is  according  to  this  check-list. 

Vice-County  53  Records  for  1965: 

Buellia  punctata  (Hoffm.)  Massal. 

Grimsthorpe,  Oct.  1965,  B.L.S. 

Caloplaca  decipiens  (Arnold)  Jatta. 

Stamford,  Feb.  1965,  J.  H.  Chandler. 

C.  teicholyta  (Ach.)  Steiner 

C.  arenaria  (Pers.)  Mull.  Arg.  in  James  (1965) 

Edenham,  Oct.  1965,  B.L.S. 

Candelariella  aurella  (Hoffm.)  Zahlbr. 

Grimsthorpe,  Oct.  1965,  B.L.S. 

C.  medians  (Nyl.)  A.  L.  Sm. 

Stamford,  Feb.  1965,  J.  H.  Chandler, 

Catillaria  griffithii  (Sm.)  Malme 

Grimsthorpe,  Oct.  1965,  B.L.S. 

Cetraria  chlorophylla  (Willd.)  Vain. 

Irnham,  Oct.  1965,  B.L.S. 

C.  glauca  (L.)  Ach. 

Grimsthorpe,  Oct.  1965,  B.L.S. 

Chaenotheca  ferruginea  (Turn,  ex  Sm.)  Mig. 

Grimsthorpe,  Oct.  1965,  B.L.S. 

Cladonia  conista  (Ach.)  Robb,  ex  Allen 

Morkery  Wood,  Oct.  1965,  M.  Seaward. 
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C.furcata  (Kuds.)  Schrad. 

Toft,  Oct.  1965,  B.L.S. 

C.  pocillum  (Ach.)  O.  J.  Rich. 

Holywell  (53/007160),  Oct.  1965,  B.L.S. 

C.  rangiformis  Hoffm. 

Fumarprotocetraric  acid  strain 
Toft,  Oct.  1965,  B.L.S. 

C.  subrangiformis  Sandst. 

Grimsthorpe,  Oct.  1965,  B.L.S. 

C.  subsquamosa  (Nyl.)  Nyl.  ex  Cromb. 

Separated  from  C.  squamosa  (Scop.)  Hoffm.  by  a  chemical  test  only, 
nr.  Bardney,  March  1965,  G.  N.  Holland. 

C.  subulata  (L.)  Web. 

Toft,  Oct.  1965,  B.L.S. 

Collema  tenax  (Sw.)  Ach. 

Grimsthorpe,  Oct.  1965,  B.L.S. 

Cyphelium  inquinans  (Sm.)  Trevis. 

Stamford,  Sept.  1964,  J.  H.  Chandler. 

Lecanactis  abietina  (Ach.)  Korb. 

Irnham,  Oct.  1965,  B.L.S. 

Lecanora  calcar ea  (L.)  Sommerf. 

Edenham,  Oct.  1965,  B.L.S. 

L.  campestris  (Schaer.)  Hue. 

nr.  Lincoln,  Jan.  1965,  M.  Seaward. 

L.  expallens  Ach. 

Grimsthorpe,  Oct.  1965,  B.L.S. 

Lecidea  granulosa  (Hoffm.)  Ach. 

Irnham,  Oct.  1965,  B.L.S. 

L.  lucida  (Ach.)  Ach. 

Stamford,  Oct.  1965,  B.L.S, 

L.  scalaris  (Ach.)  Ach. 

Temple  Wood  (53/057283),  April  1965,  J.  H.  Chandler. 

L.  stigmatea  Ach. 

Stamford,  March  1965,  J.  FI.  Chandler, 

L.  uliginosa  (Schrad.)  Ach. 

Grimsthorpe,  Oct.  1965,  B.L.S. 

Lepraria  candelaris  (L.)  Fr. 

Irnham,  Oct.  1965,  B.L.S. 

Parmelia  glabratula  (Lamy)  Nyl. 

Grimsthorpe,  Oct.  1965,  B.L.S, 
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P.  tubulosa  (Schaer.)  Bitt. 

Irnham,  Oct.  1965,  B.L.S. 

Parmeliopsis  ambigua  (Wulf.)  Nyl. 

Grimsthorpe,  Oct.  1965,  B.L.S. 

Pel  tig  era  rufescens  (Weiss)  Humb. 

Copthill  (53/069072),  March  1965,  J.  H.  Chandler. 

Physcia  dubia  (HofFm.)  Lett.  em.  Lynge. 

A  rare  lichen  which  has  only  been  recorded  from  six  other  vice¬ 
counties. 

Holywell,  Oct.  1965,  B.L.S. 

P.  tenella  (Scop.)  D.C.  em.  Bitt. 

Grimsthorpe,  Oct.  1965,  B.L.S. 

Placynthium  nigrum  (Huds.)  Fray. 

Edenham,  Oct.  1965,  B.L.S. 

Protoblastenia  metzleri  (Korb.)  Steiner. 

Grimsthorpe,  Oct.  1965,  B.L.S. 

P.  monticola  (Ach.)  Steiner. 

Leadenham,  Sept.  1965,  E.  H.  Clifton. 

P.  rupestris  (Scop.)  Steiner. 

Leadenham,  Sept.  1965,  E.  H.  Clifton. 

Ramalina  farinacea  (L.)  Ach. 

Copthill,  Dec.  1965,  J.  H.  Chandler. 

Schismatomma  decolorans  (Turn  &  Borr.  ex  Sm.)  Clauzade  &  Vezda. 
Arthonia  decolorans  (Turn.  &  Borr.  ex  Sm.)  Erichs,  in  James  (1965). 
Grimsthorpe,  Oct.  1965,  B.L.S. 

Verrucaria  aethiobola  Wahlenb.  ex  Ach. 

Uffington,  March  1965,  J.  H.  Chandler. 

V.  muralis  Ach. 

nr.  Lincoln,  Jan.  1965,  M.  Seaward. 

V.  sphinctrina  Ach. 

Holywell,  Oct.  1965,  B.L.S. 

V.  viridula  (Schrad.)  Ach. 

Scottlethorpe  Quarry  (53/047203),  Oct.  1965,  B.L.S. 


References  : 
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MYCOLOGY 

H.  J.  Houghton 

This  year  proved  to  be  a  wet  one,  and  there  was  consequently  a 
bumper  flush  of  fungi.  However,  not  much  was  recorded  earlier  than 
the  September  Field  Meeting,  not  from  lack  of  specimens,  but  more 
from  a  need  for  recorders.  One  notable  feature  was  the  flush  of  morels 
in  the  spring,  both  the  edible  and  the  false  ( Mitrophora  semilibera ) 
which  was  recorded  in  three  different  places. 

At  a  meeting  at  Fulbeck  Woods  on  the  11th  September,  a  total  of 
36  species  of  fungi  and  2  myxomycetes  were  identified,  among  them 
being  9  divisional  records  for  division  13. 

The  annual  Fungus  Foray  was  held  in  Morkery  Wood  (by  kind  per¬ 
mission  of  the  Forestry  Commission)  on  the  2nd  October  and  Miss 
Waterhouse  once  more  came  up  from  Kew  to  lead  a  large  gathering  of 
members.  The  wood  is  a  mixed  one  on  clay  soil,  and  contained  both 
conifers  and  deciduous  trees,  with  some  old  sections  and  some  new 
plantations.  The  area  had  been  worked  very  little  previously  and  in 
excellent  sunny  weather,  98  species  were  identified,  of  which  9  were 
county  records  and  46  were  records  for  division  15. 

At  a  meeting  at  Gibraltar  Point  Reserve  on  the  17th  October  few 
specimens  were  found,  as  a  result  of  early  frosts.  15  species  were 
identified,  among  them  being  the  rare  Phallus  hadriani ,  the  earth  star 
Geastrum  triplex ,  and  a  heavy  infestation  of  ergots  of  Claviceps  pur¬ 
purea  on  the  grass  Agropyron  pungens.  One  county  record  and  three 
for  division  11  resulted. 

During  the  year  specimens  were  sent  to  Miss  Waterhouse  at  Kew 
for  identification  by  Miss  W.  Heath  and  Messrs.  M.  R.  D.  Seaward, 
G.  N.  Holland  and  H.  J.  Houghton.  Once  again  appreciation  of  the 
valuable  advice  and  assistance  given  to  all  members  seeking  it  by  Miss 
Waterhouse  must  be  placed  on  record. 

FUNGUS  FORAY,  MORKERY  WOOD, 
near  South  Witham 

October,  2nd,  1965 

New  Records  for  the  County: 

Collybia  tesquorum  (Fr.)  Gill. 

Cortinarius  emollitus  Fr. 

C.  saturninus  (Fr.)  Fr, 

Inocybe  pusio  Karst. 

Psathyrella  squamosa  (Karst.)  Moser 

Oudemansiella  longipes  (Bull.)  Moser 

Anthracobia  macrocystis  (Cke)  Boud. 

A.  maurilabra  (Cke)  Boud. 

Peziza  anthracophila  Dennis 
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New  Records  for  Division  15: 

Agaricus  arvensis  Schaeff.  ex  Seer. 

Amanita  rubescens  (Fr.)  S.  F.  Gray 
Amanita  fulva  (Schaeff.)  Seer. 

Bolbitius  vitellinus  (Pers.)  Fr. 

Boletus  chrysenteron  (Bull.)  St.  A. 

B.  scaber  (Bull.)  Fr. 

B.  edulis  Bull,  ex  Fr. 

B.  testaceoscaber  Seer. 

Clitocybe  dealbata  (Sow.)  Kumm. 

Colly bia  tuber osa  (Bull.)  Kumm. 

Cortinarius  argentatus  (Pers.)  Fr. 

Crater ellus  cornucopioides  (Fr.  )  Pers. 

Iiebeloma  longicaudum  (Pers.  ex  Fr.)  Kumm. 

H.  mesophaeum  (Pers.)  Quel. 

H.  sacchariolens  Quel. 

Hygrophorus  micaceus  Berk.  &  Br. 

H.  niveus  (Scop.)  Fr. 

Laccaria  laccata  (Scop.)  Cooke 
Lacrymaria  velutina  (Pers.)  K.  &  M. 

Lactarius  glyciosmus  (Fr.)  Fr. 

L.  pubescens  K.  &  M. 

L.  vellereus  (Fr.)  Fr. 

L.  volemus  (Fr.)  Fr. 

Lepiota  cristata  (Fr.)  Kumm. 

Lyophyllum  decastes  (Fr.)  Sing. 

Mycena  epipterygia  (Scop.)  Gray 

M.  inclinata  (Fr.)  Quel. 

Myxomphalia  maura  (Fr.)  Hora. 

Russula  atropurpurea  (Krombh.)  Britz. 

R.  cyanoxantha  (Schaeff.  ex  Seer.)  Fr. 

R.  violacea  Quel. 

Tricholoma  fulvum  (DC.)  Sacc. 

T.  saponaceum  (Fr.)  Kumm. 

Hymenochaete  rubiginosa  (Dicks.)  Lev. 

Stereum  rugosum  (Pers.)  Fr. 

Thelephora  terrestris  (Ehrh.)  Fr. 

Calocera  viscosa  (Pers.)  Fr. 

Clavaria  fusiformis  Fr. 

C.  rug  osa  Fr. 

Ramaria  stricta.  Quel. 

Daedalea  quercina  (L.)  Fr. 

Ly  coper  don  spadiceum  Pers. 

Melampsoridium  betulinum  (Desm.)  Kleb.  on  Betula  pubescens 
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Diplocarpon  rosae  Wolf  on  wild  rose 
Scutellinia  trechispora  (B.  &  Br.)  Lamb 
Comatricha  nigra  Schroet 

Other  identifications  —  Not  new  records: 

Ay  miliaria  mellea  (Vahl.)  Kumm. 

Conocybe  tenera  (Schaeff.)  Kiihn. 

Coprinus  comatus  (Miill.)  Gray 
C.  disseminatus  (Pers.)  Gray 
C.  micaceus  (Bull.)  Fr. 

Crepidotus  mollis  (Schaeff.)  Kumm. 
Gymnopilus  junonius  (Fr.  )  Orton 
Hypholoma  fascicular e  (Huds.)  Kumm. 
Inocybe  geophylla  (Sow.)  Kumm. 

Laccaria  amethystea  (Bull.)  Murrill 
Lactarius  pyrogalus  (Bull.)  Fr. 

L.  subdulcis  (Pers.)  Gray 

L.  turpis  (Weinm.)  Fr. 

Marasmius  androsaceus  (L.)  Fr. 

M.  ramealis  (Bull.)  Fr. 

Mycena  alcalina  (Fr.)  Kumm. 

M.  galericulata  (Scop.)  Gray 
M.  galopus  (Pers.)  Kumm. 

M.  lactea  (Fr.)  Kumm. 

M.  poly  gramma  (Bull.)  Gray 
Paxillus  involutus  (Batsch)  Fr. 

Russula  ochroleuca  (Pers.)  Fr. 

Stropharia  aeruginosa  (Curt.)  Quel. 

Stereum  hirsutum  (Willd.)  Fr. 

Clavaria  cristata  Fr. 

C.  cristata  var.  subrug  os  a  Corner 
C.  cristata  var.  subcinerea  Donk 
C.  inaequalis  auct. 

Ganoderma  applanatum  (Pers.)  Pat.  on  maple 
Merulius  tremellosus  (Schrad.)  Fr. 

Polyporus  betulinus  (Bull.)  Fr. 

Polystictus  versicolor  (L.)  Fr. 

Stereum  hirsutum  Willd.  ex  Fr. 

Trametes  rubescens  (A.  &  S.)  Fr. 

Ly  coper  don  perlatum  Pers. 

L.  pyriforme  (Schaeff.)  Pers. 

Coryne  sarcoides  (Jacq.  ex  Fr.)  Tul. 
Geoglossum  glutinosum  Pers.  ex  Fr. 
Auricularia  auricula  (Hook.)  Underw. 
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Xylosphaera  hypoxylon  (L.)  Dumort. 
Peziza  vesiculosa  Bull,  ex  St.  A. 

Physarum  nutans  Pers. 

OTHER  NEW  RECORDS  FOR  1965: 
County  Records: 


Phallus  hadriani  (Vent.)  Pers.  Gibraltar  Point  11 

Peziza  proteana  forma  sparassoides  (Boudier)  Korf.  Lea.  6 

Divisional  Records: 

Agaricus  arvensis  Schaeflf.  ex  Seer.  6 

Agrocybe  cylindracea  (DC.  ex  Fr.)  Maire  1 1 

Amanita  fulva  (Schaeflf.)  Seer.  6 

Asterophora  parasitica  (Bull,  ex  Fr.)  Singer  5 

Boletus  luteus  L.  ex  Fr.  5 

B.  granulatus  L.  ex  Fr.  13 

Clitocybe  dealbata  (Sow.  ex  Fr.)  Kumm.  13 

Collybia  confluetis  (Pers.  ex  Fr.)  Kumm.  2 

Coprinus  lagopus  (Fr.)  Fr.  11,  13 

C.  micaceus  (Bull,  ex  Fr.)  Fr.  11 

Cystoderma  amianthina  (Fr.)  Fayod  5 

Gomphidius  glutinosus  (Schaeflf.  ex  Fr.)  Fr.  13 

Hebeloma  longicaudum  (Pers.  ex  Fr.)  Kumm.  5 

Laccaria  amethystea  (Bull,  ex  Merat)  Murrill  2,  11 

Lepiota  cristata  Kumm.  6 

L.  rhacodes  (Vitt.)  Quel  5 

Marasmius  androsaceus  (L.  ex  Fr.)  Fr.  13 

Mycena  coccinea  (Sow.)  Quel.  13 

Panaeolus  sphinctrinus  (Fr.)  Quel.  6 

Paxillus  panuoides  (Fr.  ex  Fr.)  Fr.  13 

Pholiota  carbonaria  (Fr.  ex  Fr.)  Singer  6 

Russula  atropurpurea  (Krombh.)  Britz.  2 

Tricholoma  columbetta  Kumm.  5 

T.  terreum  (Schaeflf.  ex  Fr.)  Kumm.  13 

Ganoderma  applanatum  (Pers.  ex  Fr.)  Pat.  6 

Calvatia  gigantea  (Pers.)  Lloyd  6 

Aleuria  aurantia  (Fr.)  Fuck.  14 

Coprobia  granulata  (Bull,  ex  Fr.)  Boud.  6 

Diatrype  disciformis  (HofFm.)  Fr.  16 

Hypoxylon  multiforme  (Fr.)  Fr.  16 

Mitrophora  semilibera  (DC.  ex  Fr.)  Lev.  10,  11,  13 

Morchella  esculent  a  Pers.  ex  St.  A.  7 

Peziza  repanda  Pers.  13 

Perichaena  corticalis  Rost.  5 

Stemonitis  ferruginea  Ehrenb.  5 
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ENTOMOLOGY 

Lepidoptera 

G.  A.  T.  Jeffs,  f.r.e.s. 

In  spite  of  high  temperatures  recorded  on  some  days  during  the 
early  part  of  spring,  which  held  great  hopes  for  1965,  since  above- 
average  numbers  of  lepidoptera  had  been  recorded  in  the  previous 
year,  the  records  have  not  come  up  to  expectation. 

Most  of  the  commoner  Satyrids  have  been  widespread  and  plentiful, 
particularly  the  Speckled  Wood  (P.  aegeria  L.),  Wall  (£).  megera  L.) 
and  Small  Heath  (C.  pamphilus  L.).  However,  the  Meadow  Brown 
(M.  jurtina  L.),  which  used  to  be  one  of  our  commonest  butterflies, 
was  very  late  in  making  an  appearance  and  then  proved  to  be  very 
scarce;  the  first  one  was  not  recorded  until  24th  July.  The  Ringlet 
(A.  hyperanthus  L.)  also  was  not  seen  in  its  usual  numbers. 

The  only  record  of  the  Greyling  (E.  semele  L.)  once  again  comes 
from  Mr.  J.  H.  Duddington,  who  added  that  the  area  in  which  he  saw 
the  insect  is  now  to  be  ploughed  up.  This  butterfly  is  becoming  extreme¬ 
ly  scarce  in  the  County  as  its  natural  habitats  disappear.  After  the 
absence  of  any  Fritillaries  records  for  two  years,  there  is  a  report  of  the 
Pearl-bordered  (A.  euphrosyne  L.)  having  been  noted  during  June  at 
Corby  in  the  south  of  the  County. 

The  Red  Admiral  (K.  atalanta  L.)  has  been  very  scarce  indeed  this 
year;  in  many  areas  not  one  single  specimen  has  been  noted.  The 
Peacock  ( N .  io  L.)  has  also  been  considerably  below  its  usual  numbers, 
although  a  single  specimen  was  noted  as  early  as  the  3rd  April  at 
Skellingthorpe  Wood.  The  only  Vanessid  that  has  made  a  welcome 
reappearance  in  anything  like  numbers  approaching  those  of  last  year 
is  the  Painted  Lady  (V.  cardui  L.).  There  are  records  of  it  being  seen 
at  Lincoln,  Manton,  Gibraltar  Point,  Grimsby  and  at  Woodhall  Spa, 
where  several  were  noted  on  the  wing  throughout  August. 

The  Small  Tortoishell  (A.  urticae  L.)  has  again  been  seen  in  good 
numbers  in  many  parts  of  the  County,  having  been  noted  from  29th 
March  to  20th  October.  A  very  pleasing  return  to  our  records,  after  an 
absence  of  two  years  is  provided  by  the  note  of  a  Comma  (P.  c-album  L.) 
having  been  seen  at  Gibraltar  Point,  three  in  all  were  recorded  from  that 
area,  two  on  20th  August  and  one  again  on  the  23rd  August. 

White  Admirals  (L.  Camilla  L.)  have  again  been  noted  from  their 
usual  localities,  but  in  rather  reduced  numbers;  none  however  were 
seen  at  Skellingthorpe,  one  of  its  former  strongholds. 

The  Holly  Blue  (C.  argiolus  L.)  has  once  again  proved  a  noticeable 
absentee  from  our  lists.  In  1962  it  was  a  very  plentiful  species.  The 
Common  Blue  (P.  icarus  Rott.)  has  made  its  usual  but  limited  appear¬ 
ance.  The  Chalkhill  Blue  (L.  coridon  Poda.)  has  been  seen  again  this 
year  in  very  good  numbers  from  its  usual  locality  at  Ancaster.  The  only 
record  of  Green  Hairstreaks  (C.  rubi  L.)  comes  from  Mr.  B.  Wilkinson 
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who  noted  several  at  Gibraltar  Point  during  May.  This  is  another 
species  which  until  1960  was  always  reported  from  many  coastal 
localities  in  good  numbers,  but  has  since  become  less  numerous. 

All  the  Whites  have  been  noted  again ;  the  Large  White  (P.  brassicae 
L.)  perhaps  in  slightly  fewer  numbers  than  previously.  The  Orange  Tip 
(E.  cardamines  L.)  retained  its  last  year’s  strength,  being  noted  in  very 
good  numbers  at  Lincoln  and  the  Grimsby  area;  several  were  seen 
on  the  wing  during  the  L.N.U.  meeting  at  Welton  Wood  on  12th 
June. 

The  first  Brimstone  (G.  rhamni  L.)  was  noted  near  Skellingthorpe 
on  30th  April  by  Mr.  R.  W.  Bacon.  Another  was  seen  in  the  same 
area  on  12th  May,  after  which  date  two  were  netted  in  the  Grimsby 
area.  This  is  the  first  appearance  of  this  species  since  1962.  Once  more 
no  Clouded  Yellows  (C.  croceus  Fourc.)  have  been  recorded  from  the 
County. 

All  the  usual  five  species  of  Skippers  have  again  been  noted,  but  the 
Chequered  Skipper  (C.  palaemon  Pall.)  only  in  very  reduced  numbers. 
A  few  were  seen  at  Skellingthorpe  between  23rd  May  and  2nd  June. 

The  number  of  moths  recorded  for  the  year  has  certainly  been  well 
below  that  of  1964,  but  nevertheless,  odd  species  of  particular  interest 
have  again  been  noted. 

The  first  of  the  usual  early  species  appeared  in  the  latter  part  of 
February  —  notably  the  Spring  Usher  [E.  leucophaearia  Schiff.),  the 
March  Moth  (A.  aescularia  Schiff.)  and  the  Pale  Brindled  Beauty 
(P.  pilosaria  Schiff.).  The  latter  species  was  particularly  pentiful  during 
Alarch  at  Bardney,  as  were  specimens  of  the  Yellow  Horned  (A. 
flavicornis  L.). 

Three  Death’s  Head  Hawks  ( A .  atropos  L.)  were  recorded;  two  by 
Mr.  G.  N.  Holland  and  one  by  Mr.  J.  Bebbington.  For  the  second 
year  running  there  is  a  note  of  the  Convolvulus  Hawk  ( H .  convolvuli 
L.);  Mr.  J.  H.  Duddington  reported  one  being  taken  in  Scunthorpe 
High  Street.  For  the  second  year  in  succession  the  Privet  Hawk  (S. 
ligustri  L.)  has  been  noted.  The  Eyed  (S.  ocellatus  L.),  Poplar  (L. 
populi  L.)  and  Elephant  (D.  elpenor  L.)  Hawks  have  all  been  seen  in 
average  numbers.  No  Humming-bird  Hawks  (AT  stellatarum  L.) 
have  been  recorded. 

Mention  must  be  made  of  the  Scarce  Footman  {E.  complana  L.) 
taken  by  Rear  Admiral  A.  D.  Torlesse  at  Saltfleetby.  This  species 
has  not  been  recorded  in  the  County  for  over  fifty  years.  Similarly,  the 
Double  Kidney  (Z.  retusa  L.)  noted  by  Mr.  R.  E.  M.  Pilcher,  not 
noted  for  over  fifty  years,  the  Fen  Wainscott  ( A .  phragmitidis  Hubn.), 
of  which  there  are  only  four  records  since  1900  (all  within  the  last 
seven  years),  the  Plain  Clay  (A.  glareosa  Esp.),  also  taken  by  Rear  Ad¬ 
miral  Torlesse  at  Saltfleetby,  are  worthy  of  mention. 

A  most  notable  record  comes  from  Mr.  R.  E.  M.  Pilcher.  On  20th 
August  this  year,  he  took  a  single  Ni  Moth  (P.  ni  Hubn.);  the  first  ever 
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for  the  County.  This  is  an  extremely  rare  moth  throughout  the  whole 
of  the  country. 

Other  specimens  of  particular  note  during  the  year  include  the 
Common  Fan-foot  ( H .  barbalis  Clerck)  and  the  Straw  Dot  ( R .  seri- 
cealis  Scop.)  from  Woodhall  Spa.  This  is  the  first  record  of  the  latter 
species  since  1901. 

Seventeen  species  of  Pugs  have  been  recorded  during  the  year, 
including  the  Pimpinel  Pug  (E.  pimpinellata  Hubn.)  which  has  not 
been  seen  for  many  years.  A  single  specimen  of  the  Frosted  Green 
(P.  ridens  Fabr.)  was  taken  at  Woodhall  Spa  by  myself  on  1st  May. 
This  is  another  rare  moth  not  recorded  for  many  years. 

Finally  the  extremely  important  and  interesting  record  of  the  larva 
of  Clytie  illunaris  Hubn.  This  single  larva  was  found  on  the  Trent 
bank  by  David  Brown  in  June  and  the  moth  emerged  the  following 
September.  It  is  a  species  which  inhabits  Southern  Europe  and  Western 
Asia.  It  was  named  by  the  British  Museum  (Natural  History)  who 
thought  it  to  be  the  first  specimen  ever  to  be  taken  in  the  British  Isles. 

May  I  thank  Mr.  R.  W.  Bacon,  Mr.  J.  Bebbington,  Mr.  J.  H.  Dudd- 
ington,  Rev.  P.  C.  Hawker,  the  Rev.  Canon  G.  Houlden,  Mr.  G.  N. 
Holland,  Mr.  R.  E.  M.  Pilcher,  Rear  Admiral  A.  D.  Torlesse  and 
Mr.  B.  Wilkinson  for  sending  me  notes  for  the  season. 

Additional  note  from  T.  R.  New,  b.sc.,  Dept,  of  Zoology  and 
Applied  Entomology,  Imperial  College,  London : 

Psectra  diptera  Butm  ( Neuroptera  Hemerobiidae )  in  Lincolnshire. 

A  micropterous  male  of  this  species  was  found  at  Mablethorpe  on 
22nd  September,  1964.  Mr.  F.  T.  Baker  has  kindly  checked  the  Lincoln¬ 
shire  records  of  Neuroptera  and  informs  me  that  this  is  the  first  record 
of  Psectra  for  the  county. 

The  specimen  was  found  on  the  seaward  side  of  the  sand  dunes 
some  ten  yards  from  the  nearest  vegetation  which  was  dominated  by 
Marram  Grass,  Sea  Buckthorn  and  Elder.  This  is  an  unusual  habitat 
for  Psectra ,  the  few  British  specimens  known  being  largely  from  damp 
regions,  riverside  meadows,  etc.  Unlike  previous  specimens  kept  alive, 
this  individual  readily  feigned  death,  but  refused  food  and  died  after  a 
few  days. 


ARACHNOLOGY 

G.  W.  Whatmough,  m.p.s. 

This  year  has  seen  the  beginning  of  spider  recording  on  the  basis 
of  the  10  km  x  10  km  squares  of  the  National  Grid.  Cards  have  been 
issued  by  the  Nature  Conservancy  Biological  Records  Centre  and 
distributed  to  members  of  the  British  Spider  Study  Group  for  com¬ 
pletion  in  various  prescribed  ways.  It  has  been  suggested  by  Monks 
Wood  that,  apart  from  present  work  done  specifically  for  the  survey, 
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only  existing  fully  substantiated  records  from  1950  onwards  should  be 
incorporated.  On  this  basis  the  old  records  have  been  sifted  and  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  cards  and  this  has  revealed  some  surprising  facts. 

It  is  quite  understandable  that  Lincolnshire,  situated  on  the  bleak 
North  Sea  coast  and  with  vast  areas  of  agricultural  land,  is  not  one 
of  the  best  counties  for  spiders.  Even  so  it  has  been  surprising  to 
discover  that  at  least  nine  of  the  10  km  squares,  at  the  end  of  Autumn, 
1965  had  no  spider  records  whatever  since  1950.  These  blank  squares 
are  chiefly  in  the  heavily  cultivated  fenland,  but  some  of  the  unrecorded 
areas  are  surprising  and  worthy  of  note,  viz.: 

1.  Faldingworth  and  Middle  Rasen. 

2.  Boothby  Graffoe,  Leadenham. 

3.  Friskney,  Wainfleet. 

4.  Alford,  Willoughby. 

A  number  of  other  squares  have  less  than  ten  records,  e.g.,  Baumber, 
Bourne,  Chapel  St.  Leonards,  Faldingworth,  Haxey,  Kirton  Lindsey, 
Market  Deeping,  Martin  and  Timberland,  Ruskington  and  Scop  wick. 
Any  work  done  in  these  areas  would  be  of  utmost  value  in  contribut¬ 
ing  to  the  accuracy  of  the  resulting  maps. 

A  leading  araneologist  has  suggested  that  a  year  of  intensive  study 
in  any  area  of  the  British  Isles  should  result  in  the  discovery  of  150 
or  more  out  of  a  total  number  of  species  now  approaching  600.  The 
nearest  we  can  get  in  any  10  km  square  in  Lincolnshire  is  131,  and  this 
is  in  the  square  which  includes  the  S.W.  part  of  the  City  of  Lincoln 
where  regular  investigation  has  been  done  at  all  seasons.  The  main 
Nature  Reserves  appear  to  average  from  60  —  80  species,  clearly  a  far 
from  complete  picture.  Grimsby  and  its  environs  received  a  great  deal 
of  attention  around  the  year  1900  but  these  records  are  ineligible  for 
the  present  survey.  More  work  is  needed  here  and  along  the  Humber 
coast  and  its  immediate  hinterland.  One  of  the  main  reasons  for  the 
shortage  of  records  is  the  simple  one  that  common  and  readily  identifi¬ 
able  spiders  have  not  always  been  noted  so  that  work  done  now  is  sure 
to  add  to  the  quantity  if  not  quality  of  local  records. 

Summary  of  records  for  1965  following  the  check-list  of  “British 
Spiders”  (Locket  &  Millidge). 

Family  Clubionidae 

Clubiona  lutescens  (Westr.) 

An  adult  male  found  at  Twigmoor  in  May  (J.H.D.)  proved  to  be 
new  to  Division  2. 

Family  Dictynidae 

Ciniflo  ferox  (Walck.) 

A  single  specimen  indoors  at  Scunthorpe  (J.H.D.)  in  December, 
1964.  A  new  locality  for  this  spider  which  is  occasionally  found  in  the 
Lincoln  area  both  indoors  and  out  of  doors. 
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Family  Salticidae 

Salticus  scenicus  (Clerck) 

At  the  Mid-week  Field  Meeting  at  Wragby  at  the  beginning  of 
September  a  junior  member  (Frank  Curtis)  found  a  female  with  a 
brood  of  spiderlings  behind  the  loose  bark  of  a  dead  birch.  This  species 
the  common  Zebra  Spider,  is  a  familiar  sight  running  on  sunlit  walls 
and  window  sills  throughout  the  summer.  It  is  interesting  to  find  out 
where  the  young  are  reared  and  to  learn  the  fact  that,  in  this  species, 
the  mother  stays  with  her  young  for  at  least  a  time.  A  rarer  relative 
(■ Salticus  cingulatus)  is  usually  found  behind  tree  bark. 

Evarcha  falcata  (Clerck.) 

A  male  of  this  widespread  but  attractive  species  was  found  in  dead 
leaves  in  College  Wood  (Wragby)  in  September. 

Family  Lycosidae 

Lycosa  nigriceps  (Thor.) 

Found  on  pines  at  Scotton  Common  in  April  (J.H.D.).  It  was  found 
here  in  1960  by  F.  Norris.  Later  in  the  year  (August)  another  specimen 
was  beaten  from  low  bushes  at  Gibraltar  Point,  the  first  time  it  has 
been  found  on  this  Reserve. 

Family  Agelenidae 

Argyroneta  aquatica  (Clerck.) 

Two  specimens,  one  large  and  one  small,  were  found  in  Tattershall 
Pits  this  year  by  D.  Griffiths  who  rediscovered  the  spider  at  Burton 
some  time  ago.  The  find  was  reported  by  W.  L.  Young,  but  it  is  not 
known  if  the  two  were  a  pair  or  one  adult  and  one  immature. 

Family  Theridiidae 

Steatoda  bipunctata  (Linn.) 

Beaten  from  pines  at  Scotton  in  April  (J.H.D.). 

Family  Argyopidae 

Araneus  sclopetarius  (Clerck.) 

An  adult  male  was  seen  running  on  a  bedroom  ceiling  in  Lincoln 
in  August.  It  has  been  found  indoors  in  Lincoln  before.  It  used  to  live 
on  iron  bridges  and  corrugated  iron  fences  near  the  Witham.  These 
structures  are  gradually  disappearing,  being  replaced  by  concrete  struc¬ 
tures  affording  no  shelter  for  the  spider.  Some  of  the  displaced  spiders 
must  succeed  in  finding  alternative  habitats,  and  the  fact  that  several 
have  now  been  found  indoors  leads  to  the  thought  that  suitable  quarters 
have  been  found  on  or  near  houses.  In  the  past,  hollow  metal  railings 
and  deck  rails  of  ships  have  proved  to  be  acceptable  habitats  and 
another  likely  place  suggests  itself,  namely  the  T.V.  aeriel,  if  not  too 
exposed  to  support  orb  snares  without  frequent  damage. 
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Araneus  cornutus  (Clerck.) 

Females  were  seen  in  silken  retreats  in  heads  of  dry  grasses.  College 
Wood  near  Wragby,  September. 

Family  Linyphiidae 
Hypomma  cornutum  (Bl.) 

A  new  record  for  the  Ballast  Pits  area  (Lincoln).  Rare  in  Lincolnshire. 
It  has  only  been  recorded  twice  previously,  the  first  being  in  Grims- 
thorpe  Park  in  1950.  The  present  specimen  was  verified  by  Dr.  A.  F. 
Millidge. 

Diplocephalns  cristatus  (B 1 .) 

Three  females  taken  in  a  Scunthorpe  garden  (J.Ii.D.).  A  new  record 
for  Division  2. 

Microneta  viaria  (Bl)  (Twigmoor). 

Another  new  record  for  Division  2.  (J.H.D.). 

Bathyphantes  concolor  (Wider) 

A  common  and  widespread  species  in  Lincolnshire,  though  much 
rarer  in  many  parts  of  Great  Britain.  Taken  for  the  first  time  at  Gibral¬ 
tar  Point  this  year  (August)  and  a  month  later  near  Wragby  at  the 
L.N.U.  meeting. 

Bathyphantes  parvulus  (Westr.) 

A  much  rarer  member  of  the  genus  than  the  foregoing.  A  male  swept 
from  grass  on  the  dunes  at  Gibraltar  Point  was  verified  by  Dr.  Millidge. 
This  spider  was  found  for  the  first  time  in  Lincolnshire  as  long  ago  as 
1898,  and  apart  from  the  present  one,  has  only  been  reported  twice 
since. 

Thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  J.  H.  Duddington  for  supplying  specimens 
quoted  in  the  above  report. 


LINCOLNSHIRE  BIRD  REPORT,  1965 

A.  D.  Townsend,  m.b.o.u.  and  R.  K.  Cornwallis,  m.a.,  m.b.o.u. 

1965  brought  only  one  addition  to  the  Lincolnshire  List  (which 
now  stands  at  296).  This  was  the  Black-winged  Stilt,  two  of  which 
were  seen  at  Gibraltar  Point  on  April  26th.  It  had  previously  been 
excluded  from  the  List  on  the  grounds  that  three  nineteenth  century 
records  were  insufficiently  authenticated. 

There  were,  however,  three  ‘seconds’  (Stilt  Sandpiper,  Mediter¬ 
ranean  Gull  and  Roseate  Tern)  and  one  ‘third’  (Black  Guillemot). 
Other  rarities  included  Sooty  Shearwater  (2),  Spoonbill,  Osprey  (3), 
Hobby  (2),  Spotted  Crake,  Temminck’s  Stint,  Avocet  (11),  Glaucous 
Gull  (3)  and  Hoopoe  (2).  There  was  also  an  unusual  number  (14)  of 
Pomarine  Skuas,  and  Continental  drift-migrants  were  recorded  in 
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good  numbers  —  Wryneck  (7),  Bluethroat,  Icterine  (7)  and  Barred  (5) 
Warblers,  Red-breasted  Flycatcher  (3)  and  Great  Grey  (2)  and  Red- 
backed  (4)  Shrikes. 

A  long  list  of  recoveries  of  ringed  birds  contains  many  that  are  of 
great  interest  and  includes  summaries  of  the  information  that  intensive 
ringing  of  Swifts  and  Sand  Martins  in  the  county  have  brought.  Among 
the  more  outstanding  recoveries  are  Pochard,  Snipe  and  Curlew  in 
the  U.S.S.R.;  a  Snipe  in  Sardinia;  a  Cuckoo  in  Malta;  a  Swallow  near 
Pretoria  in  South  Africa;  a  Sand  Martin  in  the  Balearic  Islands;  the 
first  Lincolnshire-ringed  Blackbird  as  far  south  as  Spain;  a  Robin 
ringed  at  Donna  Nook  in  October  and  recovered  a  fortnight  later  in 
France;  the  first  foreign  recovery,  in  Portugal,  of  a  Lincolnshire- 
ringed  Pied/White  Wagtail;  and  some  light  on  the  puzzling  coastal 
movements  of  House  Sparrows,  three  ringed  at  Gibraltar  Point,  having 
been  recovered  in  Yorkshire,  one  in  Norfolk,  and  five  elsewhere  in 
Lincolnshire. 

The  autumn  of  1965  saw  what  was  probably  the  largest  invasion  of 
Waxwings  ever  recorded.  Lincolnshire  had  a  very  early  arrival,  on 
October  9th,  and  at  one  time  there  were  upward  of  1,000  of  these 
birds  in  the  Louth  area.  Ring  Ouzels  were  also  unusually  numerous. 
The  eruption  of  Bearded  Tits  from  their  breeding  grounds  that  in 
recent  years  has  become  something  of  an  annual  event  was  again 
recorded  in  Lincolnshire.  Of  particular  interest  were  four  of  these 
birds  that  were  ringed  at  Anderby  Creek  on  October  10th  and  ‘con¬ 
trolled’  four  days  later  at  Tetney  Lock. 

The  outstanding  breeding  record  of  the  year  was  that  of  two  pairs  of 
Montagu’s  Harriers.  One  nest  was  washed  out  by  a  high  tide,  but  the 
other  pair,  which  had  more  sensibly  chosen  a  hay-field,  successfully 
and  with  the  helpful  consideration  of  the  farmer  concerned  brought 
off  two  young.  Inland  breeding  of  Common  Terns  has  been  recorded 
regularly  for  the  last  fifteen  years  or  so,  but  in  1964  no  fewer  than  25 
pairs  bred  at  four  localities.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  Kestrel  is 
continuing  to  increase,  if  slowly;  but  the  Sparrow  Hawk  is  still  a  very 
rare  bird,  only  five  being  recorded  during  the  year  and  there  being  no 
breeding  records. 

A  national  census  of  Great  Crested  Grebes  was  carried  out  in  1965. 
This  revealed  that  this  bird  is  now  both  more  numerous  and  more 
widespread  in  Lincolnshire  than  it  was  in  1931  at  the  time  of  the 
previous  national  census.  Intensive  work  was  also  carried  out  by  a 
member  of  the  Nature  Conservancy’s  staff,  Mr.  Ian  Prestt,  in  two 
Lincolnshire  heronries. 

The  conventions  adopted  in  previous  reports  are  repeated:  i.e., 
B.O.U.  Check  List  order  with  numbers  in  that  list  as  references;  where 
a  number  is  not  shown  this  indicates  that  the  species  has  been  added 
to  the  British  list  since  1951;  all  records  to  be  taken  as  a  single  bird 
unless  otherwise  stated;  BPBO  —  Bardney  Ponds  Observatory;  GP  — 
Gibraltar  Point;  TBO  —  Tetney  Bird  Observatory;  H-W  Ref  — 
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Humber  Wildfowl  Refuge;  S.F.  —  Sewage  Farm;  G.P.  —  Gravel 
Pits ;  CBC  —  Cambridge  Bird  Club  (report  obtainable,  price  5  from 
G.  M.  S.  Easy,  “Braemar”,  Landbeach  Road,  Milton,  Cambs.). 

In  addition  to  those  species  in  the  list  the  following  occurred  in  the 
county  in  1965  (breeding  species  in  italics):  Little  Grebe ,  Cormorant, 
Mute  Swan ,  Red-legged  Partridge ,  Partridge ,  Pheasant  Moorhen ,  Coot , 
Golden  Plover,  Curlew ,  Common  Sandpiper,  Redshank ,  Greenshank, 
Sanderling,  Herring  Gull,  Common  Gull,  Black-headed  Gull ,  Stock 
Dove ,  Wood  Pigeon ,  Cuckoo ,  Zfarw  Ow/,  Tawny  Owl ,  Lz'rr/e  Ow/,  Greaf 
Spotted  Woodpecker ,  Skylark ,  House  Martin ,  Carrion  Crow , 
Jackdaw ,  Magpie ,  Jay,  Grazf  Tit ,  5/m£  Tit ,  Long-tailed  Tit , 

Mistle  Thrush ,  Thrush ,  Redwing,  Blackbird ,  Robin,  Reed  Warbler , 

Warbler ,  Blackcap ,  Garden  Warbler ,  Whitethroat ,  Lesser  White- 
throat,  Willow  Warbler,  Chiffchaff,  Goldcrest,  Spotted  Flycatcher , 
Dunnock,  Meadow  Pipit,  Greenfinch,  Goldfinch,  Linnet,  Twite,  £w//- 
finch,  Chaffinch,  Brambling,  Yellowhammer,  Corn  Bunting,  Reed  Bunt¬ 
ing,  Tree  Sparrow. 

MIGRATION  IN  LINCOLNSHIRE,  1965 

January.  Finches,  Chaffinches,  Linnets  and  Tree  Sparrows  reached  a 
peak  at  Bardney  on  5th  while  Greenfinches  predominated  at  Tetney. 
Ten  Lapland  Buntings  and  a  Goosander  were  recorded  at  Huttoft  on 
4th  and  a  Glaucous  Gull  at  Gibraltar  Point  on  9th.  A  small  southerly 
passage  of  Skylarks  developed  at  Gibraltar  Point  on  24th  coinciding 
with  a  sudden  peak  of  400  at  Bardney. 

February.  A  Waxwing  was  present  at  Gibraltar  Point  on  6th  and 
next  day  at  Bardney  new  arrivals  included  10  Blue  Tits,  two  Wrens  and 
25  Bramblings.  Thrushes  were  numerous  at  Tetney  early  on  28th,  but 
all  had  moved  on  by  mid-morning. 

March.  Two  large  flocks  of  Lapwings  moved  south  on  1st  and  4th 
at  Gibraltar  Point.  A  Spotted  Crake  occurred  at  Grantham  sewage 
farm  on  2nd,  remaining  until  19th.  A  Wheatear  occurred  on  the  Skeg¬ 
ness  golf  links  on  7th  and  a  Peregrine  Falcon  on  the  adjacent  reserve 
on  8th.  Lapwings  moved  south  in  large  numbers  at  all  the  coastal 
stations  on  14th.  A  Sandwich  Tern  was  recorded  at  Huttoft  on  26th 
and  next  day  Chaffinches  (200  per  hour)  moved  south  at  Gibraltar 
Point.  The  passage  continued  on  28th  and  the  first  Chiffchaff  and  a 
Black  Redstart  were  recorded.  A  Sand  Martin  and  a  Gadwall  were 
present  at  Bardney  on  29th  and  a  Long-eared  Owl,  Black-tailed  Godwits 
and  a  small  fall  of  Goldcrests  occurred  at  Huttoft  on  30th. 

April.  A  Whimbrel  and  Ruff  were  recorded  at  Tetney  on  1st,  a 
Chiffchaff  at  Gibraltar  Point  and  next  day  a  White  Wagtail  at  the 
northern  station.  Carrion  Crows  flew  south-west  at  Huttoft  and  Gibral¬ 
tar  Point  on  4th;  two  Swallows,  a  few  Sand  Martins  and  small  num¬ 
bers  of  Meadow  Pipits,  Linnets  and  Starlings  moved  south-west  and  at 
Bardney  Sand  Martins  flew  south-east.  On  5th  a  Black  Redstart  occur- 
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red  at  Gibraltar  Point  and  a  Wheatcar  at  Bardney  and  yet  another 
White  Wagtail  at  Tetney.  A  Garganey  at  Huttoft,  a  Green  Sandpiper 
at  Bardney  and  the  first  Yellow  Wagtails  were  notable  migrants  on  10th. 
A  Sparrow  Hawk  and  two  White  Wagtails  occurred  at  Gibraltar  Point 
on  15th  and  there  was  also  a  White  Wagtail  and  a  Sedge  Warbler  at 
Bardney  next  day.  Migrants  at  Gibraltar  Point  on  23rd  included  an 
Avocet,  Blackcap  and  Kestrel.  Several  Common  Sandpipers  were 
recorded  at  Bardney  on  24th  and  at  Tetney  on  25th;  Huttoft  recorded 
a  Nightingale;  a  Cuckoo  was  seen  at  Gibraltar  Point,  where  next  day 
two  Black-winged  Stilts  flew  south  along  the  shoreline.  The  first  Little 
Terns  were  recorded  at  Gibraltar  Point  on  27th  and  on  30th  at  Tetney. 

May.  A  Red-necked  Grebe  was  recorded  at  Tetney  on  1st  and  a 
Blue-headed  Wagtail  at  Huttoft.  Next  day  the  coastal  stations  received 
a  heavy  fall  of  summer  migrants,  the  influx  being  reflected  inland  at 
Bardney  to  a  remarkable  degree.  Recorded  inland  and  on  the  coast 
were  Sand  Martins,  Turtle  Doves,  Yellow  Wagtails,  Wheatears,  Whim- 
brel,  Swifts,  Black  Terns  (46  at  Bardney)  and  a  Little  Gull.  Two  Ring 
Ouzels  occurred  at  Tetney,  a  Red-backed  Shrike  at  Gibraltar  Point  and 
an  Osprey  at  Linwood  Warren.  Three  Blue-headed  Wagtails  were 
present  at  Bardney  on  4th  and  next  day  a  peak  of  Sand  Martins  and 
a  Curlew  Sandpiper  were  seen  at  Gibraltar  Point.  Reed  Warblers  had 
arrived  at  Bardney  by  7th;  peaks  of  Whitethroats  were  noted  at  the 
coastal  stations  on  8th/9th;  and  a  Hoopoe  was  present  in  Sleaford. 
Notable  migrants  on  16th  were  a  Hobby  at  Tetney  and  two  Little 
Gulls  at  Huttoft.  A  Wood  Sandpiper  flew  south-west  at  Bardney  on 
18th  and  a  late  Brambling  was  seen  on  19th.  Turtle  Dove  passage  took 
place  on  the  coast  from  20th  to  24th,  reaching  a  peak  on  23rd  when  a 
Marsh  Harrier  was  recorded  at  Tetney,  a  Buzzard  at  Bardney,  and 
next  day  two  Avocets  at  Skegness. 

June.  A  few  Turtle  Doves  moved  north-west  at  Bardney  on  2nd, 
south-east  at  Tetney  on  4th  and  south-west  at  Gibraltar  Point  on  5th. 
A  light  passage  of  Common  Arctic  Terns  took  place  at  Bardney  on 
6th  and  next  day  a  Spoonbill  was  recorded  at  Huttoft  pit.  An  unusual 
westerly  movement  of  Mistle  Thrushes  developed  at  Gibraltar  Point 
on  8th  and  a  few  Lapwings  moved  south.  There  were  more  Lapwings 
on  10th,  the  passage  continuing  until  13th  during  which  period  seven 
Avocets  were  recorded  on  the  reserve.  Swifts  moved  south  at  Gibraltar 
Point  on  26th  and  to  a  lesser  degree  at  Bardney  on  27th,  where  the 
passage  included  Yellow  Wagtails,  Turtle  Doves  and  an  Arctic  Tern. 

July-  Swift  passage  reach  a  peak  on  the  coast  on  5th  and  newly 
arrived  waders  at  Bardney  were  Green  Sandpipers  and  a  Little  Ringed 
Plover.  Skylarks  flew  north-west  at  Tetney  on  11th  and  a  Spotted 
Redshank  and  Roseate  Tern  occurred  at  Gibraltar  Point.  A  few 
Turtle  Doves  flew  south-west  at  Bardney  on  18th  and  a  Black  Tern 
on  20th.  A  peak  of  2,000  terns  was  recorded  at  Gibraltar  Point  on  24th 
accompanied  by  several  Arctic  Skuas;  and  on  27th  seven  Kestrels 
were  present  on  the  reserve. 
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August.  A  small  fall  of  Willow  Warblers  occurred  at  Gibraltar  Point 
and  Huttoft  on  1st  and  at  the  latter  station  17  Kestrels  were  recorded, 
while  at  Bardney  there  was  a  peak  of  57  Turtle  Doves  and  a  Little 
Stint  arrived  from  the  east  on  3rd;  a  Nightingale  was  trapped  on  4th 
and  remained  for  several  days.  Two  Garganeys  were  recorded  at 
Huttoft  on  7th  and  Tree  Creeper  on  8th,  while  a  fall  of  Willow  Warblers 
occurred  at  Gibraltar  Point  and  Bardney.  Drift  migrants  —  Pied 
Flycatchers,  Wheatears,  Whinchats,  Redstarts,  Garden  Warblers  and 
many  Whitethroats  —  were  recorded  at  all  the  coastal  stations  on  15th, 
rarites  included  Wood  Warbler  at  Tetney,  Icterine  Warbler  at  Gibraltar 
Point  and  several  Pomarine  Skuas  at  Huttoft.  Willow  Warblers  again 
increased  at  Gibraltar  Point  on  19th,  reaching  a  peak  of  50  next  day. 
There  was  a  general  increase  in  warblers  on  21st  at  the  coast  and 
Bardney.  A  Black  Tern  and  Manx  Shearwater  appeared  at  Gibraltar 
Point  on  24th;  on  25th  a  south-west  passage  of  Yellow  Wagtails  and  a 
Barred  Warbler  trapped  on  27th.  Snipe,  Wood  and  Green  Sandpipers 
and  Little  Ringed  Plovers  were  recorded  at  the  coastal  stations  and 
Bardney  on  28th;  a  Sooty  Shearwater  at  Donna  Nook  on  29th  and  a 
peak  of  100  Pied  Wagtails  at  Bardney. 

September.  Gibraltar  Point  recorded  6  Manx  Shearwaters,  3 
Pomarine  Skuas  and  a  Peregrine  on  1st  and  on  2nd,  245  Fulmars  flew 
north  at  Gibraltar  Point;  there  were  more  shearwaters  next  day  and 
81  Arctic  Skuas,  3  Great  Skuas,  262  Gannets  and  a  Fieldfare;  30  Ruffs, 
7  Wood  and  8  Green  Sandpipers  were  recorded  at  Bardney  on  3rd. 
There  was  a  heavy  fall  of  night  migrants  at  the  coast  on  4th  and  5th; 
Wheatears,  Whinchats,  Pied  Flycatchers  and  Redstarts  predominating 
while  rarities  included  at  least  4  Wrynecks,  2  Icterine  Warblers,  Red- 
backed  Shrikes,  Bluethroat  and  later  in  the  day  an  Osprey  flew  over 
Gibraltar  Point.  Migrants  at  Bardney  included  Wheatear,  Garden 
Warbler  and  an  increase  in  Dunnocks.  Four  Tree  Pipits  and  several 
Redpolls  flew  south  at  Gibraltar  Point  on  8th  and  a  Siskin  on  9th. 
Large  numbers  of  Meadow  Pipits  had  arrived  at  Tetney  on  11th, 
the  movement  being  recorded  next  day  at  Huttoft  when  Swallows  and 
House  Martins  were  moving  south,  and  a  Barred  Warbler  was  caught 
at  Gibraltar  Point;  Siskins  were  recorded  at  Tetney  and  Bardney.  An 
influx  of  Reed  Buntings  and  Dunnocks  occurred  at  Gibraltar  Point  on 
17th;  a  Red-necked  Phalarope  at  Donna  Nook  on  18th,  when  a  sea 
watch  at  Gibraltar  Point  revealed  64  Manx  and  2  Sooty  Shearwaters,  31 
Velvet  Scoters  and  5  Pomarine  Skuas.  Migrants  next  day  included  an 
influx  of  Robins  at  Tetney;  Meadow  Pipits,  Swallows,  Reed  Buntings, 
Black  Tern,  Lapland  Bunting  at  Huttoft;  Lapwings,  Meadow  Pipits 
and  2  Ring  Ouzels  at  Gibraltar  Point  and  at  Bardney  a  Blackcap  and 
Brambling.  Yet  another  Icterine  Warbler  was  seen  at  Gibraltar  Point 
on  23rd,  together  with  a  small  increase  in  Blackbirds.  Many  thrushes, 
Dunnocks,  Pied  Flycatchers,  Whinchats,  Skylarks  and  Bramblings  were 
recorded  at  the  coastal  stations  on  26th;  a  Red-breasted  Flycatcher  at 
Tetney,  a  Barred  Warbler  and  2  Icterine  Warblers  at  Donna  Nook.  A 
heavy  southerly  passage  of  Lapwings  developed  during  the  day  and 
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migrants  at  Bardney  were  Lapwings,  Snipe,  Greenshanks,  Ringed 
Plover,  Swallows,  Reed  Buntings,  Kestrel  and  Blue  Tits.  A  strong 
coastal  passage  of  Meadow  Pipits,  Skylarks,  Swallows  and  Redpolls 
occurred  on  28th. 

October.  Large  numbers  of  winter  thrushes  appeared  along  the 
coast  during  the  first  few  days,  while  other  migrants  were  a  Red-backed 
Shrike  and  4  Ring  Ouzels  at  Tetney  and  a  Wryneck  at  Gibraltar  Point. 
There  were  more  Ring  Ouzels  at  Donna  Nook  on  3rd  and  Redwings, 
Swallows,  Great  Tits,  Wheatear  and  Yellow  Wagtails  at  Bardney. 
Goldcrests  were  numerous  at  Huttoft  next  day.  A  Red-breasted  Fly¬ 
catcher  occurred  at  Gibraltar  Point  on  9th  and  at  Bardney  Fieldfares, 
Redwings,  many  Skylarks,  Siskins,  Chaffinches,  large  numbers  of 
Lapwings  and  a  Rock  Pipit.  Eleven  Bearded  Tits  and  a  Great  Grey 
Shrike  appeared  at  Huttoft  on  10th,  while  predators  at  Bardney  were 
2  Kestrels  and  a  Merlin.  Two  Peregrines  were  seen  at  Tetney  on  12th; 
a  Waxwing  at  Huttoft  followed  next  day  by  Waxwings,  Hooded  Crow 
and  many  Fieldfares  at  Gibraltar  Point.  Twenty  Bearded  Tits  flew 
east  at  Tetney  on  14th  and  an  increase  in  Reed  Buntings  recorded  at 
Gibraltar  Point  and  more  Waxwings  on  19th.  Another  Red-breasted 
Flycatcher  was  present  at  Tetney  on  23rd;  2  Bearded  Tits  and  a 
Glaucous  Gull  at  Huttoft  and  4  Ring  Ouzels  at  Gibraltar  Point.  A 
late  Tree  Pipit  appeared  at  Tetney  on  24th,  10  Waxwings,  6  Bearded 
Tits  and  a  Mealy  Redpoll  at  Huttoft;  huge  numbers  of  Fieldfares  at 
Gibraltar  Point  and  at  Bardney  90  Fieldfares  and  several  Redwings 
flew  south-west.  Fifteen  Mealy  Redpolls  were  seen  on  the  Saltfleetby- 
Thcddlethorpe  reserve  on  31st. 

November.  Many  Skylarks  and  Starlings  arrived  off  the  sea  at 
Gibraltar  Point  on  5th.  Next  day  Lapwings  and  Starlings  moved 
south-west  at  Tetney.  On  8th  4  Red-breasted  Mergansers  and  8 
Long-tailed  Ducks  were  recorded  at  Gibraltar  Point  and  17  Bewick’s 
Swans  on  12th.  A  Great  Grey  Shrike  was  present  at  Tetney  next  day 
and  a  Black  Guillemot  and  several  Brent  Geese  at  Gibraltar  Point, 
where,  on  14th,  several  Bearded  Tits  appeared,  2  also  being  recorded 
at  Bardney  on  the  same  day;  there  was  also  a  Ruff  at  the  inland  station 
on  21st.  Tetney  recorded  11  Lapland  Buntings  on  26th  and  on  28th 
large  numbers  of  Lapwings  flew  south-west  at  Gibraltar  Point  and 
Bardney. 

December.  Four  Waxwings  flew  west  at  Tetney  on  4th;  30  were 
present  at  Gibraltar  Point  next  day  when  other  interesting  species 
were  Hen  Harrier,  Great  Spotted  Woodpecker,  Sho relarks  and  100 
Snow  Buntings.  Five  thousand  Woodpigeons  flew  north-west  and  7 
Bearded  Tits  were  recorded  at  Tetney  on  11th,  and  many  Fieldfares 
were  found  dead  on  the  shoreline  at  Gibraltar  Point.  A  Merlin  occurred 
at  Bardney  on  12th;  a  peak  of  28  Bullfinches  on  18th  and  a  south-east 
passage  of  Lapwings  on  24th.  On  29th  Lapwings  were  moving  south 
at  Gibraltar  Point. 
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GIBRALTAR  POINT  OBSERVATORY  RINGING  PROGRESS 


1949— 

Grand 

1949- 

Grand 

Species 

1964 

1965  Total 

Species 

1964 

1965  Total 

Gannet  ... 

1 

1 

Jackdaw  ... 

5 

5 

Shag 

1 

1 

Magpie  ... 

45 

45 

Wigeon  ... 

1 

1 

Jay  . 

1 

1 

Sheld  Duck 

2 

2 

Great  Tit 

263 

7 

270 

Sparrow  Hawk  ... 

30 

30 

Blue  Tit 

848 

26 

874 

Montagu’s  Harrier 

2 

2 

Coal  Tit  ... 

37 

37 

Merlin 

1 

1 

Marsh  Tit 

4 

1 

5 

Kestrel  ... 

5 

1 

6 

Willow  Tit 

11 

1 

12 

Pheasant  ... 

1 

4 

5 

Long-tailed  Tit  ... 

143 

143 

Red-legged  Partridge  2 

7 

9 

Bearded  Tit 

2 

2 

Partridge 

22 

22 

Tree  Creeper 

7 

7 

Water  Rail 

5 

5 

Wren  . 

417 

17 

434 

Corncrake 

1 

1 

Mistle  Thrush  ... 

57 

5 

62 

Moorhen 

3 

3 

Fieldfare  ... 

45 

27 

72 

Coot 

1 

1 

Song  Thrush 

939 

56 

995 

Oystercatcher 

13 

13 

Redwing  ... 

142 

11 

153 

Lapwing  ... 

17 

17 

Ring  Ouzel 

17 

4 

21 

Ringed  Plover 

36 

9 

45 

Blackbird 

3712 

228 

3940 

Little  Ringed 

Wheatear 

62 

16 

78 

Plover 

1 

1 

Stonechat 

9 

1 

10 

Turnstone 

2 

2 

Whinchat 

96 

19 

115 

Woodcock 

2 

2 

Redstart  ... 

630 

53 

683 

Green 

Black  Redstart  ... 

7 

7 

Sandpiper 

1 

1 

Nightingale 

5 

5 

Common 

Bluethroat 

5 

5 

Sandpiper 

1 

5 

6 

Robin 

763 

33 

796 

Redshank 

3 

6 

9 

Grasshopper 

Knot 

2 

2 

Warbler 

3 

3 

Dunlin 

15 

3 

18 

Reed  Warbler 

30 

4 

34 

Sanderling 

8 

8 

Sedge  Warbler  ... 

70 

20 

90 

Common  Gull  ... 

1 

1 

Icterine  Warbler 

7 

1 

8 

Black-headed 

Blackcap  ... 

134 

27 

161 

Gull  . 

38 

38 

Barred  Warbler  ... 

16 

16 

Little  Tern 

8 

8 

Garden  Warbler 

284 

41 

325 

Stock  Dove 

29 

29 

Whitethroat 

2707 

157 

2864 

Woodpigeon 

41 

41 

Lesser 

Collared  Dove  ... 

2 

2 

Whitethroat  ... 

169 

25 

194 

Turtle  Dove 

12 

12 

*Rufous  Warbler 

1 

1 

Cuckoo  ... 

106 

7 

113 

Willow  Warbler  ... 

2614 

144 

2758 

Barn  Owl 

8 

8 

Greenish  Warbler 

1 

1 

Little  Owl 

8 

8 

Chiffchaff 

127 

21 

148 

Long-eared  Owl  . . . 

4 

4 

Wood  Warbler  ... 

14 

1 

15 

Short-eared  Owl 

5 

5 

Yellow-browed 

Nightjar  ... 

2 

2 

Warbler 

4 

4 

Kingfisher 

1 

1 

Goldcrest 

96 

56 

152 

Green  Woodpecker 

3 

3 

Firecrest  ... 

3 

3 

Great  Spotted 

Spotted 

Woodpecker  ... 

14 

14 

Flycatcher 

183 

8 

191 

Wryneck  ... 

11 

3 

14 

Pied  Flycatcher  . . . 

638 

34 

672 

Shorelark 

1 

1 

Red-breasted 

Skylark  ... 

29 

8 

37 

Flycatcher 

4 

1 

5 

Swallow  ... 

724 

79 

803 

Dunnock 

1725 

232 

1957 

House  Martin 

3 

3 

Meadow  Pipit 

277 

64 

341 

Sand  Martin 

5 

1 

6 

Tree  Pipit 

16 

7 

23 

Rook 

1 

1 

Rock  Pipit 

3 

3 

^Ringed  at  Butlin’s  Camp,  Skegness. 
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1949- 

Grand 

1949- 

Grand 

Species 

1964 

1965  Total 

Species 

1964 

1965 

Total 

Pied  Wagtail 

14 

2 

16 

Twite 

16 

3 

19 

Yellow  Wagtail  ... 

17 

1 

18 

Redpoll  ... 

62 

6 

68 

Great  Grey  Shrike 

2 

2 

Bullfinch  ... 

21 

20 

41 

Red-backed  Shrike 

2 

2 

Crossbill  ... 

5 

5 

Starling  ... 

490 

46 

536 

Chaffinch 

...  367 

44 

411 

Waxwing 

2 

2 

Brambling 

11 

12 

23 

Rose-coloured 

Yellowhammer 

...  169 

49 

218 

Starling 

1 

1 

Corn  Bunting 

3 

26 

29 

Hawfinch 

1 

1 

Reed  Bunting 

...  968 

174 

1142 

Greenfinch 

639 

76 

715 

Snow  Bunting 

...  121 

33 

154 

Goldfinch 

156 

41 

197 

House  Sparrow 

...  2310 

750 

3060 

Siskin 

13 

2 

15 

Tree  Sparrow 

...  562 

113 

675 

Linnet 

380 

84 

464 

ANNUAL  RECORD 


1949  :  1,566  of  63  species 

1950  :  1,122  of  60  „ 

1951  :  1,150  of  49  „ 

1952  :  1,672  of  59  „ 

1953  :  1,096  of  51  „ 

1954  :  1,337  of  52  „ 

1955:  755  of  43  „ 

1956:  791  of  43  „ 


1957  :  824  of  47  species 

1958  :  1,289  of  53  „ 

1959  :  1,545  of  52  „ 

1960  :  1,132  of  47  „ 

1961  :  3,044  of  54  „ 

1962  :  2,123  of  62  „ 

1963  :  1,482  of  59  „ 

1964  :  4,031  of  64  „ 

1965  :  2,969  of  67  „ 


1949  —  1965  :  27,928  of  124  species 


SELECTED  RINGING  RECOVERIES 

m  —  male  f  —  female  n  —  nestling 
fg  —  full-grown  juv  —  juvenile  ad  —  adult 

1st  w  —  first  winter 

Shag 


n,  Fame  Island,  29.6.65 
n,  Fame  Island,  16.6.65 

Teal 

1st  w,  TBO,  3.12.62 

Scaup 

f.g.,  m,  Deeping  St.  James, 

27.10.60 

Pochard 

f.g.,  m,  Deeping  St.  James, 

30.11.60 


23.11.65  Skegness. 

26.11.65,  GP. 

4.11.65,  Insel  Fohr, 

N.  Frisian  Isles,  Germany. 

3.1.64,  Fynshaw,  Denmark. 

2.5.64,  Kazakhstan,  U.S.S.R. 


Moorhen 

juv,  Peakirk,  Northants,  26.8.62 
1st  w,  Fairburn,  Yorks,  20,2.65 

Coot 

juv,  Southminster,  Essex,  22.7.64 


10.1.64,  Elsham. 
31.1.66,  Brigg. 

24.9.64,  Martin  Dales. 
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Oystercatclier 

ad,  GP,  6.9.64 

Snipe 

f.g.,  Sutton  Bridge,  24.9.64 
f.g.,  Grantham  S.F.,  30.10.64 

Curlew 

ad,  Dawsmere,  28.8.61 
ad,  Dawsmere,  28.8.61 
ad,  Dawsmere,  28.8.61 

Green  Sandpiper 

f.g.,  Sutton  Bridge,  13.10.63 

Redshank 

1st  w,  Sutton  Bridge,  31.8.61 

Knot 

f.g.,  Benington,  3.9.64 
ad,  Revtangen,  Norway, 

29.8.56 

juv,  Alus,  Sweden,  30.8.62 

Dunlin 

juv,  Mikoszewo,  Poland,  26.8.64 
ad,  GP,  26.9.64 

Ruff- 

ad,  m,  Sutton  Bridge,  12.8.61 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 
n,  Klepp,  Norway,  5.6.60 
n,  Rott,  Rogaland,  Norway, 
13.7.65 

Black-headed  Gull 

n,  Sutton  Bridge,  15.6.63 
n,  BPBO,  8.6.61 
n,  Matsalu  Bay,  Estonia, 

—.7.57 

n,  Sannanlahti,  Oulu,  Finland, 

29.6.64 

n,  Klagshamn,  Skane,  Sweden, 

25.6.64 

Sandwich  Tern 

n,  Trischen,  Germany,  18.6.64 

Wood  Pigeon 

n,  Armthorpe,  Yorks.,  5.10.63 

Cuckoo 

juv,  GP,  29.7.64 


15.6.65,  Haroy,  Norway. 

12.11.64,  Oristano,  Sardinia. 

28.10.65,  Bagratiovovsk, 

U.S.S.R. 

25.9.64,  Petrozavodsk,  U.S.S.R. 

3.8.64,  Hojer,  Denmark. 

6.7.64,  Soderveckoski,  Finland 

1.2.64,  Parentis-en-Born, 

France. 

4.7.64,  Amager,  Denmark. 

10.11.64,  Hendaye,  France. 

16.2.64,  Benington. 

29.6.64,  Frampton  Marsh. 

4.12.64,  Benington. 

14.3.65,  Aveiro,  Portugal. 

12.1.64,  Cliffe,  Kent. 

24.3.63,  Grimsby. 

27.11.65,  North  Coates. 


12.11.64,  Waterville,  Co.  Kerry. 
27.2.66,  Wrangle. 

21.1.60,  Lincoln. 

20.3.65,  Rimac. 

20.12.65,  Grimsby. 


4.9.64,  Benington. 

25.5.65,  Barnoldby-le-Beck. 

4.5.65,  Mellieha,  Malta. 
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Swift 

Two  hundred  and  fifty-six  previously  ringed  at  Marston  were  con¬ 
trolled  there  during  1965. 
ad,  Sleaford,  14.6.64 
ad,  Marston,  15.6.64 
ad,  Leicester,  30.6.62 
ad,  Cambridge,  22.5.62 
ad,  Bedford,  12.7.64 

Swallow 

Ancaster,  26.8.64 
Ancaster,  26.8.64 

juv,  BPBO,  15.8.65 
juv,  Scredington,  7.8.65 
n,  Howden,  Yorks.,  26.6.65 
juv,  Scredington,  11.9.65 

juv,  TBO,  27.7.65 
juv,  GP,  29.8.64 

Sand  Martin 

Twenty-six  birds  ringed  as  adults  and  five  as  juveniles  between 
1962  and  1964  were  recovered  in  1965  at  the  colony  where  they  had 
been  ringed. 

Seven  adults  and  five  juveniles  ringed  between  1962  and  1965  were 
recovered  at  colonies  within  fifty  miles  of  where  they  had  been  ringed. 
Five  of  the  adult  recoveries  probably  represent  a  change  in  breeding 
site,  whilst  the  others  are  attributable  either  to  late  summer  dispersal, 
or  destruction  of  nest-site. 

Twenty  migrational  movements  of  less  than  seventy-five  miles  were 
recorded;  three  Bardney  juveniles  from  the  1964  roost  were  caught  at 
colonies  within  seventeen  miles,  four  1964  birds  from  Wiggenhall 
(King’s  Lynn)  were  caught  in  Lincolnshire  at  colonies  fifty  and  seventy- 
five  miles  from  the  roost.  In  the  autumn  five  Lincolnshire-ringed 
adults  and  eight  birds  of  the  year  were  controlled  at  Wiggenhall  at 
distances  of  thirty-five  to  sixty-two  miles  from  where  they  had  been 
ringed. 

Eight  movements  of  more  than  one  hundred  miles  in  the  British 
Isles  concerned  Lincolnshire.  Three  passage  birds  from  Kent  and 
one  from  Romford  (Essex)  were  breeding  in  Lines,  in  1965,  a  bird 
from  Shrewsbury  turned  up  at  Boston  in  August  and  Ancaster-ringed 
juveniles  were  found  near  Newbury,  and  at  Kingussie  (Invernesshire) 
in  1965.  This  last  movement,  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  miles 
N.N.W.,  is  of  considerable  interest,  as  is  a  double  recovery  of  a  1965 
juvenile,  ringed  near  Bolton  Abbey  (North  Yorks)  on  7th  July,  1965, 
controlled  eighty-five  miles  S.S.E.  at  Biscathorpe  on  24th  July,  1965, 
and  then  again  fifty  miles  further  S.S.E.  in  the  Wiggenhall  roost  on 


18.5.65,  St.  Albans,  Herts. 

13.7.65,  Sheffield. 

30.6.65,  Marston. 

15.7.65,  Marston 

14.7.65,  Marston. 

20.5.65,  Chichester,  Sussex. 

8.5.65,  De  Blankoart, 

West  Flanders,  Belgium. 

17.8.65,  Burgh, 

17.8.65,  Burgh. 

17.8.65,  Burgh. 

26.3.66,  Vrischgewaard, 
Pretoria,  South  Africa. 

17.8.65,  Spurn  Point  BO. 

27.6.65,  Sleaford. 
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1st  August,  1965.  This  is  a  particularly  nice  example  of  the  direction 
and  timing  juvenile  dispersal  may  take. 

The  ‘cream’  from  the  ringers’  point  of  view,  is  represented  by  three 
foreign  recoveries.  A  juvenile  ringed  by  J.  F.  Cooper  at  Boston  on  18th 
August,  1965  was  found  in  the  Balearics  in  early  September,  the  first 
recovery  of  a  British-ringed  Sand  Martin  there,  and  two  birds,  ringed 
on  their  spring  migration  northwards  in  West  Flanders  and  Gelder- 
land  respectively,  found  their  way  to  the  small  colony  at  Riby,  near 
Grimsby. 

G.  R.  Pepler. 

Bearded  Tit 

Four  ringed  at  Anderby  Creek,  10th  October,  1965  were  controlled 


at  Tetney  Lock  four  days  later. 

Wren 

f.g.,  Friskney  Decoy,  11.9.65 

Song  Thrush 

n,  Tetney  Lock,  27.6.64 
f.g.,  Slapton,  Devon,  3.11.62 
f.g.,  TBO,  12.10.62 

Blackbird 

ad,  m,  Weelsby,  22.2.64 

ad,  m,  Helsinki,  Finland,  10.4.63 

Huttoft  Bank,  3.10.65 

ad,  m,  TBO,  1.3.64 

1st  w,  f,  TBO,  24.10.64 
f.g.,  f,  TBO,  25.10.64 
ad,  f,  TBO,  31.10.64 

m,  Store,  Faerder,  Tjome, 
Norway,  13.4.65. 

ad,  m,  GP,  4.11.61 
1st,  w,  m,  GP,  5.11.61 
ad,  m,  GP,  5.11.61 
ad,  f,  GP,  18.10.64 

Robin 

f.g.,  Donna  Nook,  4.10.64 

Sedge  Warbler 

ad,  TBO,  1.8.65 

Whitethroat 

ad,  m,  GP,  24.9.62 
ad,  m,  GP,  12.9.65 

Willow  Warbler 

juv,  GP,  26.8.65 


5.10.65,  GP. 

9.11.64,  Prechac,  France. 

7.7.64,  Horncastle. 

— .2.65,  Lue,  Landes,  France. 

13.11.64,  Cachac,  France. 

1.3.64,  Grimsby. 

24.11.65,  Drio,  Guipuzeous, 

Spain 

25.8.65,  Grillby,  Enkoping, 
Uppsala,  Sweden. 

5.4.65,  Hisoy,  Arandal,  Norway. 

25.5.65,  Os,  Bergen,  Norway. 

5.6.65,  Eksjo,  Sweden. 

11.10.65,  TBO. 

2.5.65,  Haby,  Sweden. 

31.10.64,  Netland,  Norway. 

11.4.65,  Flottorp,  Norway. 

19.7.65,  Crulsvik,  Norway. 

19.10.64,  Pontivy,  France. 

24.8.65,  lie  De  Olonne, 

France 

27.9.64,  Agueda,  Portugal 
— .10.65,  Sanlucar  de 

Borromeda,  Spain. 

20.9.65,  Lisbon,  Portugal. 
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Pied  Wagtail 

1st  w,  Tetney  Lock,  7.8.64 

1st  w,  Tetney  Lock,  25.8.64 

Yellow  Wagtail 

n,  Tetney  Lock,  16.3.63 

Starling 

1st  w,  m,  Welton,  3.1.65 

Greenfinch 

f.g.,  GP,  31.12.64 
1st  w,  m,  GP,  1.3.64 

Linnet 

Boston,  10.8.64 
Friskney,  16.4.64 
n,  Ancaster,  4.6.65 

ad,  f,  TBO,  13.8.65 

f.g.,  GP,  19.9.64 

Redpoll 

1st  w,  m,  GP,  19.9.64 

1st  w,  m,  GP,  20.9.64 

Bullfinch 

1st  w,  f,  Cleethorpes,  12.1,64 
1st  w,  f,  Doncaster,  17.10.65 

Reed  Bunting 

ad,  m,  GP,  17.9.63 

House  Sparrow 

ad,  m,  GP,  12.1 1,61 
1st  w,  f,  GP,  27.9.64 
ad,  f,  GP,  4.10.64 
1st  w,  m,  GP,  10.10.64 
1st  w,  f,  GP,  18.10.64 
1st  w,  m,  GP,  15.11.64 
1st  w,  f,  GP,  15.11.64 
f.g.,  m,  GP,  20.11.64 
1st  w,  m,  GP,  17.1.65 
ad,  f,  GP,  28.3.65 

Tree  Sparrow 

f.g.,  GP,  28.10.64 
f.g.,  GP,  17.10.64 
Spurn  Point,  BO,  17.3.65 


13.12.64,  Alcaccr,  Portugal 

12.11.64,  Brighton,  Sussex 

4.5.65,  Keddington. 

17.4.65,  Varde,  Jutland, 

Denmark. 

10.3.65,  Friskney. 

4.1.65,  Aldburgh,  Suffolk, 

5.11.64,  Garrosse,  France. 

20. 1 1 .64,  Anglet,  France. 

24.10.65,  Mimizan-Plage, 
France, 

15.10.65,  Capbreton,  Landres, 

France 

21.10.64,  Scigrossc  Landres, 

France 

26.2.65,  Le  Bousguet  d?Orb, 
France, 

27.7.65,  Vliclord,  Holland. 


18.11.64,  Peakirk,  Northants. 

28.11.65,  Theddlethorpe, 

21.10.65,  Holme,  Norfolk 

24.6.65,  Hardwick. 

21.8.65,  Thorcsway. 

22.8.65,  Burgh-le-Marsh 

6.4.65,  North  Wheatley,  Yorks. 

3.2.65,  Leeds,  Yorks. 

5.3.65,  Willoughby. 

3.3.65,  Holme,  Norfolk. 

25.4.65,  Cottingham,  Yorks. 

23.2.65,  Friskney. 

21.6.65,  Stowbridge,  Norfolk. 

13.10.65,  Cumberworth. 

10.2.65,  East  Halton. 

3.4.65,  GP. 
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GENERAL  BIRD  REPORT 

The  following  have  contributed  observations : 


S.  M.  D.  Alexander 

R.  May 

F.  L.  Ashworth 

R.  Moat 

K.  Atkin 

S.  Monk 

T.  Barnatt 

G.  Newsum 

B.  M.  Bayliss 

R.  K.  Norman 

A.  A.  Bell 

F.  Norris 

A.  Blackburn 

C.  L.  Ottaway 

S.  Van  den  Bos 

W.  M.  Peet 

G.  Bollard 

G.  R.  Pepler 

F.  Butwright 

R.  E.  M.  Pilcher 

Cambridge  Bird  Club 

Z.  Porter 

Carr’s  Grammar  School 

A.  W.  Preston 

Nature  Conservancy 

R.  A.  Preston 

C.  Colebrook 

I.  Prestt 

J.  Cooper 

W.  Priestley 

R.  K.  Cornwallis 

L.  N.  Prince 

A.  Dobbs 

P.  Prince 

M.  Dobbs 

L.  N.  Prior 

W.  Earnshaw 

G.  Prior 

J.  East 

B.  Redman 

H.  Elsom 

E.  J.  Redshaw 

J.  A.  Ewan 

Dr.  J.  S.  Rivers 

Dr.  J.  D.  Galletly 

D.  Robinson 

P.  Goodlad 

G.  P.  Shaw 

E.  Grace 

J.  C.  Sillitoe 

P.  Hammerton 

D.  A.  E.  Spalding 

K.  Herrick 

A.  Sykes 

P.  Herrick 

A.  D.  Townsend 

E.  Howsam 

B.  J.  Townsend 

P.  Hurt 

M.  C.  Townsend 

C.  Jackson 

S.  Trought 

J.  Kennington 

J.  Turner 

J.  J.  Latham 

A.  E.  Vine 

G.  F.  Leachman 

T.  H.  Wallis 

A.  Lodge 

P.  Ware 

C.  J.  Lowe 

R.  B.  Wilkinson 

E.  Mackrill 

P.  J.  Wilson 

J.  R.  Marshall 

1.  Black-throated  Diver.  Huttoft  Bank,  25/4;  GP,  18  9;  31/10. 
Boston  Point,  13/3.  Holbeach,  dead,  25/4. 

2.  Great  Northern  Diver.  Huttoft  Bank,  28  9;  GP,  2,  18 — 19  9; 
31/10. 

4.  Red-throated  Diver.  Killingholme,  2,  14  3.  Huttoft  Bank, 
7/2 ;  25/4;  several  in  Oct.  GP,  29/8;  31/8;  3,  27/11;  28/11.  Boston, 
14/3.  Bennington  (dead),  13/6. 
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5.  Great  Crested  Grebe.  A  National  census  in  1965  revealed 
that  24  waters  in  Lincolnshire  held  between  106  and  110  adults.  In 
1931  there  were  72  adults  on  13  waters,  54  of  these  bred. 

The  following  list  shows,  in  addition  to  the  increase  in  breeding 
birds,  a  shift  in  population  from  the  north  to  the  south  of  the  county. 


Number  of  Adult  Birds 

1931 

1965 

breeding 

counted 

estimated 

Baston  Common 

3 

3 

Biscathorpe  Fish  Pond 

2 

2 

Brigg  . 

2 

2 

Caythorpe 

2 

2 

Culverthorpe 

4 

2 

2 

Denton  Reservoir 

4 

8 

8 

Fillingham 

6 

2 

2 

Grimsthorpe 

4 

11 

13 

Harlaxton 

2 

2 

2 

Killingholme 

4 

4 

Langtoft 

4 

4 

Lindholme  Lake 

2 

2 

2 

Norton  Place 

2 

dried  out 

Revesby  Reservoir 

20 

5 

5 

Syston  Park 

2 

2 

2 

Tallington 

9 

9 

Whisby 

6 

6 

Woolsthorpe  Lake 

Gravel,  Ballast  and  Brick  Pits : 

5 

9 

Burton 

5 

5 

Coulson  Road  (L.M.S.  Pit) 

2 

3 

3 

Deeping  St.  James 

2 

14 

14 

Hartsholme  (L.N.E.R.  Pit) 

2 

2 

2 

Kirkby-on-Bain 

5 

5 

Sleaford 

2 

2 

2 

Tattershall  Station 

4 

4 

G 

8.  Red-necked  Grebe.  TBO,  1  5.  Hobhole  Drain,  6,  26  12. 
8,  Black-necked  Grebe.  GP,  dead,  26  2. 


16.  Manx  Shearwater.  Donna  Nook,  3,  4/9.  Huttoft  Bank,  26  9. 
GP,  13/8;  24/8;  29  8;  6,  1/9;  16,  2/9;  64  flew  north,  18/9;  2,  19/9; 
25/9;  26/9. 

21.  Sooty  Shearwater.  Donna  Nook,  29  8.  GP,  2,  18  9. 

26,  Fulmar.  Donna  Nook,  29  8.  Huttoft  Bank,  2,  15  8,  GP,  4  5; 
2,  19/8;  245  flew  north,  2/9. 

27.  Gannet.  Huttoft  Bank,  max:  64,  19  9.  GP,  max:  262,  2  9. 

29.  Shag.  Donna  Nook,  16/10.  GP,  4,  4/5;  30/6;  2,  27/11;  18  12. 
Boston,  3  during  Dec.  Holbeach,  3,  21/11. 
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30,  Heron,  Occupied  nests :  Muckton,  7 ;  Willoughby,  40 ;  Wharton, 
12;  Newball,  11 ;  Doddington,  8;  Troy  Wood,  88;  Evedon,  4;  Deeping 
St.  James,  25.  The  small  heronries  at  Donna  Nook,  Brocklesby  and 
Fiskerton  were  not  occupied.  The  first  occupation  of  the  one  at  New¬ 
ball  occurred  in  1963.  GP. 

38.  Bittern.  Barton-on-Humber,  ‘booming’,  9  5.  Killingholme, 
2,  5/3.  GP,  4/1. 

42.  Spoonbill.  Huttoft  Pit,  7/6. 

45,  Mallard.  Max:  TBO,  235,  29/8.  Huttoft  Pit,  400,  12  9;  600, 
19/12.  Corringham  Scroggs,  250,  14/10.  GP,  250,  28  11.  Burton  G.P., 
120,  12/12.  BPBO,  500,  3/1;  200,  19/12.  Grimsthorpe,  600,  28  12. 
Holbeach,  400,  7/2;  500,  21/11. 

46,  Teal.  Max:  Huttoft  Pit,  200,  19/12.  BPBO,  50,  30  10.  Gran¬ 
tham  S.F.,  500,  2/11.  Single  pairs  bred  BPBO  and  Kirkby-on-Bain  G.P. 

GP. 

47,  Garganey,  Goxhill,  3,  2/5.  TBO,  2  6;  4  6;  5  8;  14  8.  Huttoft 
Pit,  2,  7/8.  Skegness  Pit,  3/5.  Grantham  S.F.,  2,  15  8;  24  —  28  8. 
GP,  3,  17/8.  Wisbech  S.F.,  small  numbers,  30  7  —  9/10.  Frampton 
Marsh,  a  pair,  April  to  June. 

49.  Gadwail.  Huttoft  Pit,  19/3;  2/5;  5/9;  26/9;  15  10.  GP,  8  6. 
Biscathorpe  Fish  Pond,  4,  23/5.  BPBO,  29  3;  3/4;  19  5.  Wisbech 
S.F.,  singles,  Aug.  to  Sept. 

50,  Wigeon,  Max:  Huttoft  Pit,  400,  26  9.  Brocklesby,  65,  31  1. 

Grantham  S.F.,  125,  20/1.  Holbeach,  3,000,  7/2.  GP. 

52.  Pintail.  Killingholme,  14/3.  TBO,  6,  14  3;  3,  27/3;  15/5; 
30/8.  Donna  Nook,  22/8.  Huttoft  Pit,  3,  28/2;  4,  12/3;  19/9;  5,  7/11; 
4,  19/12.  Brocklesby,  2,  3/9.  GP,  up  to  10  during  Sept.;  3,  30  10; 
12,  5/12.  BPBO,  17/3;  2,  28/3;  3/4;  7/4.  Lincoln  L.N.E.R.  Pit,  8/10. 

53,  Shoveler,  Present  during  the  breeding  season  at  Huttoft  Pit. 

BPBO  and  Roughton,  but  the  only  breeding  record  is  of  a  pair  at 
Manton.  GP. 

55.  Scaup,  TBO,  2  during  July;  4,  18  7.  Donna  Nook,  28  8. 
Huttoft  Pit,  23/10;  20/11.  GP,  18/9;  2,  31/10;  2  during  Nov.  Boston, 
singles,  Nov.  and  Dec. 

56.  Tufted  Duck.  Breeding  records:  Killingholme,  1  pair.  Burton 

G.P.,  8  pairs.  Kirkby-on-Bain,  2  pairs,  BPBO,  1  pair.  GP. 

57.  Pochard.  There  were  no  breeding  records  during  1965. 

Winter  max:  Killingholme,  185,  31  1.  Burton,  G.P.,  88,  13  2.  Lincoln 
Lincoln  L.N.E.R.  Pit,  50,  28/2.  BPBO,  50,  17  3.  Grimsthorpe,  87,  2/2. 
Tallington  G.P.,  100,  7/2.  GP. 

60.  Goldeneye.  Numerous  winter  records  from  H-W  Ref., 
Killinghome  (16,  31/1),  TBO,  Huttoft  Pit,  GP.,  Doddington  Road 
G.P.,  Whisby  G.P.,  BPBO,  Kirkby-on-Bain  G.P.,  Holbeach,  Boston. 
Early  record:  TBO,  7/8 
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61.  Long-tailed  Duck.  Donna  Nook,  13/11.  Seacroft,  Skegness, 
13/11.  GP,  up  to  8  during  Nov.;  2,  4/12;  3,  5/12. 

62.  Velvet  Scoter.  TBO,  5,  13/11;  up  to  3  during  early  Dec. 
GP,  17/1;  13/9;  18/9;  31  flew  south,  26/9;  21/11;  2,  27/11.  Holbeach, 
21/11. 

64.  Scoter.  Inland  record:  BPBO,  2,  24/4.  GP. 

67.  Eider.  Cleethorpes,  4,  28/11;  13,  15/12.  TBO,  singles  during 
Mar.;  18/4;  1/5;  3,  11  —  12/12.  Donna  Nook,  12,  19/10.  Huttoft  Bank, 
27/9.  GP,  28/11;  30/11.  Nene  Channel,  6,  22/9. 

69.  Red-breasted  Merganser.  TBO,  2,  end  of  May;  5,  11/6; 
30/8;  12/12.  Donna  Nook,  2,  24/10.  Huttoft  Bank,  27/9;  2,  30  10. 
GP,  25  — 26/9;  31/10;  4,  7/11. 

70.  Goosander.  Huttoft,  4/1.  GP,  6,  5/12. 

71.  Smew.  TBO,  2,  5/1.  Burton  G.P.,  26  —  27/12. 

73.  Sheld  Duck.  Inland  breeding  records:  Brocklesby,  Scawby, 
BPBO  (1  pair).  Kirkby-on-Bain  G.P.  (2  pairs).  GP. 

75.  Grey  Lag  Goose.  Huttoft  Pit,  2,  16/4;  2,  20/4.  GP,  9,  18/2; 
2,  28/9;  9,  16/10;  20/10.  Newball,  3/8.  A  small  number  introduced  in 
S.  Lines,  by  Wildfowling  Club  resulted  in  several  records  in  Spring 
from  Wrangle  and  Kirton  Marsh. 

76.  White-fronted  Goose.  GP,  6,  4/1.  Wainfleet  Marsh,  9/1. 

78b.  Pink-footed  Goose.  North-east  Lincolnshire:  H-W  Ref., 
170,  21/1;  20,  8/9;  500,  26/9;  Max:  3,000,  14/10.  TBO,  max:  350, 
12/12.  North-west  Wash:  GP,  Jan.  max:  1,400,  11/1;  28,  27/9;  max: 
3,500,  8/11.  South-west  Wash:  Boston  Point,  600,  14/12. 

80.  Brent  Goose.  TBO,  10,  6/3;  25/12.  Donna  Nook,  13/11. 
GP,  5/11 ;  3,  13/11 ;  5,  5/12.  Boston,  300,  14/3.  North  Wash,  6  —  8,000, 
during  early  Dec. 

81.  Barnacle  Goose.  Grantham  S.F.,  13/11. 

82.  Canada  Goose.  TBO,  11,  4/6;  7/8;  8/8.  GP,  15/5;  3/8.  BPBO, 
2,  28/3.  Grantham  S.F.,  14,  15/8.  Grimsthorpe,  max:  272,  18  9.  Burton 
G.P.,  a  pair  attempted  to  breed,  new  site. 

85.  Whooper  Swan.  Grantham  S.F.,  20/2. 

86.  Bewick’s  Swan.  Killingholme,  7,  3/1.  Stallingborough,  11, 
6/1;  Burnham,  16,  26/12.  East  Halton,  4,  26/12.  Huttoft  Pit,  up  to  3 
during  Oct.;  9,  11/12.  Skegness  Pit,  3,  26/10.  GP,  17,  12/11. 

91.  Buzzard.  Grimsby,  17/6.  BPBO,  23/5.  Boston,  6/8. 

93.  Sparrow  Hawk.  GP,  31/1;  15/4;  24/10.  BPBO,  dead,  10  1. 
Welland  Mouth,  2/7. 

99.  Marsh  Harrier.  TBO,  23/5.  GP,  11/4;  25/5.  Nene  mouth,  2, 
autumn.  Bennington,  13/6. 

100.  Hen  Harrier.  GP,  5/12;  26/12.  Scampton,  25/12. 
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102.  Montagu’s  Harrier.  Two  pairs  bred  on  the  coast,  one 
pair  raising  two  young.  This  is  the  first  breeding  record  in  the  country 
since  1956.  GP,  a  single  male  during  May;  up  to  2  during  June,  singles 
July  and  last  recorded,  2,  18/8. 

103.  Osprey.  Linwood  Warren  N.R.  2  5.  Thorpe  St.  Peter,  7  9, 
later  found  dead.  GP,  4/9. 

104.  Hobby.  TBO,  16/5.  GP,  9/6. 

105.  Peregrine.  TBO,  2  flying  south-east,  13  10.  GP,  singles 
during  Mar.;  1/9.  Friskney  Decoy  N.R.  1111. 

107.  Merlin.  TBO,  3,  19/10.  Donna  Nook,  16  10.  GP,  30  12. 
Dunholme,  24/10.  BPBO,  10/10;  12/12.  Stapleford,  25  12.  Boston,  up 
to  3  Jan.  —  Feb.;  27/12. 

110.  Kestrel.  The  recovery  noted  in  1964  appears  to  be  continuing. 
Breeding  recorded  at  Gainsborough,  Buslingthorpe,  Nettleham  and 
Newball.  Coastal  passage  Aug.  and  Sept.;  max:  TBO,  7,  23  8.  Huttoft 
Bank,  17,  1/8.  GP,  10,  31/8.  Frampton,  13,  30/8. 

117.  Quail.  Limber,  26/5;  2  until  Aug.  West  Ashby,  June.  Wisbech 
S.F.,  17/7;  30/7. 

120.  Water  Rail.  Huttoft  Pit,  7/8;  GP,  3/1;  up  to  2  during  Mar. 
April;  singles  Oct.  Skegness  Pit,  2,  Mar.  BPBO,  17/2.  Grantham,  S.F., 
26/3;  2/4. 

121.  Spotted  Crake.  Grantham  S.F.,  2  —  19/4. 

131.  Oystercatcher.  Max:  TBO,  300,  29/8  and  12/12.  GP,  10,000, 
24  —  25/9.  Two  pairs  bred  Kirkton  —  Frampton.  Inland:  Wisbech 
S.F.,  2,  5/8. 

133.  Lapwing.  GP,  Hard  weather  movement  to  south,  9  —  15  1. 
Inland  pasaage :  BPBO,  to  south-west,  28/11  and  24/12. 

134.  Ringed  Plover.  Breeding  records:  GP,  25  eggs  hatched  out  of 
70  laid;  15  young  reared.  Two  pairs  bred  at  the  site  in  Central  Lines. 
Inland  passage:  Whisby  G.P.,  singles,  April  and  May.  BPBO,  12  5; 
singles  Aug.  and  Sept.;  4,  3/10.  Grantham  S.F.,  19/4;  3,  30  4;  4,  12  5; 
small  numbers,  Aug.  —  Sept.,  max:  15,  15/8.  Wisbech  S.F.,  max:  40, 
26/8. 

135.  Little  Ringed  Plover.  Breeding  records:  4  pairs  at  4  sites 
including  2  new  ones;  another  pair  summered  at  an  old  site.  Passage 
records:  Brigg  Ponds,  3,  31/7;  4,  15/8.  Donna  Nook,  9/9;  12  9.  GP, 
4,  28/7;  2,  28/8;  singles  until  31/8.  BPBO,  7/5;  8/8;  singles  on  4  days, 
July.  Ancaster  Pit,  2,  11/5.  Grantham  S.F.,  4,  8/8;  15/8;  3,  28  8.  Lang- 
toft  G.P.,  7/6.  Wisbech  S.F.,  3/7;  up  to  11,  16/8. 

139.  Grey  Plover.  Inland  :  Grantham  S.F.,  16  —  17/5.  GP. 

143.  Turnstone.  Inland  records :  Whisby  G.P.,  2 1  7.  Grantham  S.F., 
23/5;  6/6.  Wisbech  S.F.,  11/8  —  13/9,  max:  8,  18/8.  GP. 

145.  Snipe.  Max:  TBO,  90,  14/11.  Grantham  S.F.,  100,  24  9. 
Wisbech  S.F.,  60,  Sept.  GP. 
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147.  Jack  Snipe.  Winter  records  from  TBO,  North  Coates, 

Skegness  Pit,  GP,  BPBO,  Grantham  S.F.,  Wisbech  S.F.,  Sutton 

Bridge. 

148.  Woodcock.  “Roding”,  Newball,  Burton  G.P.,  and  Norton 

Disney.  GP. 

151.  Whimbrel.  Coastal  passage:  Spring,  1/4  —  29  5.  Autumn, 
8/7  —  early  Sept.  TBO,  max:  50,  29/8.  Inland:  Limber,  13,  27  8. 
Scampton,  18,  31/8.  BPBO,  2  5.  Winter:  GP,  2,  30  1.  Summer:  Butter- 
wick,  3/6. 

154.  Black-tailed  Godwit.  Grainthorpe  Haven,  2,  14  7.  TBO, 
27  8;  19/9.  Huttoft  Pit,  2,  30/3.  GP,  26/8.  Welland  Mouth,  27  4, 
Wisbech  S.F.,  17/7. 

155.  Bar-tailed  Godwit.  GP,  max.  1,000,  25  9.  Inland:  Wisbech 
S.F.,  9,  9/9. 

156.  Green  Sandpiper.  Brigg  Ponds,  31/7.  Goxhill,  2,  13  8. 
TBO,  18/7 ;  singles  Aug.,  Sept,  and  Oct.;  7,  11/8.  Huttoft  Pit,  2,  18  8; 
22/8.  GP,  small  numbers,  22/7  —  14/9,  max:  3,  13/9;  14/11.  Whisby 
G.P.,  small  numbers,  18/7  —  2/9,  max:  4,  18/7.  BPBO,  10  4;  23  4; 
8/7  —  26/9  max:  9,  3/9.  Dalderby  S.F.,  2,  16/8.  Grantham  S.F.,  2, 
20/2;  8/8  —  26/9  max:  10,  15  8.  Frampton,  1/12.  Wisbech  S.F.,  27  7 
23/10,  max:  7. 

157.  Wood  Sandpiper.  Brigg  Ponds,  31/7.  TBO,  11/8;  16  9. 
Donna  Nook,  22/8;  12/9.  GP,  11/8  —  3/10  max:  7,  3/9.  BPBO,  18  5; 
singles  Aug.  and  Sept.;  3/10.  Grantham  S.F.,  16  5  —  20  5,  max:  3, 
19/5;  15/8;  6,  21/8;  24/8;  28/8.  Wisbech  S.F.,  22/7  —  4/10,  max:  16, 
5/9. 

162.  Spotted  Redshank.  TBO,  14/5;  29/7;  on  3  days  in  Aug.; 
27/9.  Donna  Nook,  2,  28/8;  12/9.  GP,  11  7  —  30/9,  max:  4,  12  9; 
29/10.  Whisby  G.P.,  7/11.  BPBO,  23/4.  Grantham  S.F.,  15  8  —  1  10, 
max:  10,  26/9.  Holbeach,  2,  5  10.  Wisbech  S.F.,  27/3;  7  8  —  6  11,  max: 
24,  9/9. 

169.  Knot.  Coastal  max:  TBO,  2,000,  5  1.  GP,  50,000,  25  9 
Holbeach,  10,000,  7/2.  Inland:  Grantham  SF,  3,  11  4;  26  9. 

170.  Purple  Sandpiper.  GP,  12/9;  26/9. 

171.  Little  Stint.  TBO,  2,  23/5;  9/7;  14/9;  2,  11  —  12/9.  Donna 
Nook,  28/8.  GP,  7,  end  of  Aug.;  12  —  15  9;  3,  3/10.  BPBO,  3  8;  up  to 
2  during  Sept.  Grantham  S.F.,  5/9  —  1/10,  max:  8,  1  10.  Wisbech  S.F., 
28/7  —  20/11,  max:  25,  11/10. 

173.  Temminck’s  Stint.  Wisbech  S.F.,  18/5. 

178.  Dunlin.  Coastal  max:  TBO,  1,400,  23  9,  GP,  1,000,  28  7; 
1,500,  25/9.  Holbeach,  1,000,  7/2.  Inland:  Whisby,  5,  2/5.  BPBO,  2, 
30/4;  2/5;  18/7  —  28/11,  max:  6,  6/9;  12/12;  18/12.  Grantham  S.F.,  2, 
17/4;  3,  19/4;  15/8  -  1/10  max:  20,  15  8.  Wisbech  S.F.,  300,  31  1;  up 
to  400,  autumn. 
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179.  Curlew  Sandpiper.  TBO,  2,  23  5;  2/9;  3,  23/9.  GP,  5  — 
6  5.  Inland:  BPBO,  6  9.  Grantham  S.F.,  3,  16  5;  2,  20  5;  2,  8  8;  5  9  — 
1  10  max:  6,  12  9.  Wisbech  S.F.,  22  7  —  30  10,  max:  31,  11  9. 

181.  Sanderling.  Inland:  Wisbech  S.F.,  18  5. 

184.  Ruff.  Goxhill,  2,  8  8;  5,  13/8.  TBO,  1/4;  8/7;  5,  2/10;  12  10. 
Fluttoft  Pit,  2/4;  12  9.  GP,  6/7;  29/7;  15  8  —  30  9,  max:  30,  3  9. 
Whisby  G.P.,  4,  29/3;  13/5.  BPBO,  2,  30  4;  11/7  —  26  9,  max:  13,  4  9; 
3/10.  Grantham  S.F.,  Spring:  30/3  —  20  5,  max:  18,  12  5;  Autumn: 
15/8 —  1/10,  max:  50,  15/8  and  20  9.  Wisbech  S.F.,  max:  120,  11  9. 
Winter  records:  BPBO,  21  11.  Grantham  S.F.,  11  1  —  14  3,  max:  8, 
17/1. 

185.  Avocet.  Skegness,  2,  24  5.  GP,  23  4;  7,  10  —  11  6.  Wisbech 

5. F.,  13/7. 

186.  Black-winged  Stilt.  GP,  2,  26  4  (JCS,  JAE).  First  Lincoln¬ 
shire  record  (see  British  Birds ,  Vol.  59). 

—  Stilt  Sandpiper.  Wisbech  S.F.,  12  —  19  8.  The  second. 
Lincolnshire  record,  (see  British  Birds>  Vol.  59). 

188.  Red-necked  Phalarope.  Donna  Nook,  18  9.  Wisbech  S.F., 
up  to  3,  12/8  —  16/9. 

193.  Arctic  Skua.  TBO,  small  numbers  during  Aug.  Huttoft 
Bank,  Autumn  max:  40,  19/9.  GP,  main  passage  late  July  to  end  of 
Sept.,  max.  Ill,  1/9  and  245,  18  9. 

194.  Great  Skua.  Huttoft  Bank,  19/9;  28  9.  GP,  3,  2  9;  12,  18  9; 

6,  19/9;  7/10;  17/10. 

195.  Pomarine  Skua.  Huttoft  Bank,  18  8.  GP,  2,  18  8;  2,  27  8; 
3,  1/9;  1,  2/9;  5,  18/9.  The  highest  number  ever  recorded  in  the  county. 

198.  Great  Black-backed  Gull.  Inland:  BPBO,  up  to  6  during 
Jan.;  10/4;  3,  4/5;  2,  27/6;  singles  in  Dec.  Whisby  G.P.,  7/5  GP. 

199.  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull.  Inland:  Whisby  G.P.,  summer 

max:  17,  16/5  and  35,  21/7.  BPBO,  small  numbers,  Jan.,  Mar.  —  Sept., 
Nov.  and  Dec.,  max:  40,  23/7.  GP. 

202.  Glaucous  Gull.  Huttoft  Bank,  23  10.  GP,  9  1.  Ancaster  Pit, 
28/11.  The  first  inland  record  for  the  county. 

205.  Mediterranean  Gull.  Skegness  6  10.  The  second  Lincoln¬ 
shire  record. 

207.  Little  Gull.  TBO,  16/9.  Huttoft  Bank,  2,  16  5.  GP,  31/1; 
20/6;  26/9;  31/10.  BPBO,  2/5. 

208.  Black-headed  Gull.  Breeding  records:  Benington,  210  pairs. 

Wisbech  SF,  150  pairs.  GP. 

211.  Kittiwake.  Huttoft  Bank,  singles,  Mar.  and  May.  GP,  singles, 
Mar.  —  May;  25,  9  —  11/6;  autumn  max:  600,  28  7;  up  to  300  by 
mid  Aug.  An  adult  in  Black-headed  Gull  colony,  Butterwick,  3  6. 
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212,  Black  Tern.  Donna  Nook,  3/10.  East  Halton,  11/9.  Huttoft 

Bank,  3,  2/5;  105  flew  south,  26/9.  GP,  21/8;  24/8;  52  flew  south, 
26/9.  Skegness  Pit,  1/7.  Miningsby  Res,  16/8.  Kirkby-on-Bain  G.P.,  2, 
22/5;  23/5;  4,  16/9.  BPBO,  46,  2/5;  20/7;  18/9.  Sleaford  Pit,  1  — 
2/4;  6,  12/5.  Grantham  S.F.,  4,  16/9 ;  18  —  19/9.  Tallington  G.P.,  7  6. 
Boston,  5/10.  Nene  Channel,  4,  22/9.  Wisbech  S.F.,  max:  5,  23/9. 

217.  Common  Tern.  Inland  breeding:  Kirkby-on-Bain  G.P.,  6 

pairs.  Hartsholme  G.P.,  5  pairs.  Langtoft  G.P.,  4  pairs.  Tallington 
G.P.,  10  pairs.  GP. 

218.  Arctic  Tern.  GP,  2/5;  autumn  max:  180,  19  8.  BPBO, 

27/6. 

219.  Roseate  Tern.  GP,  11/7.  The  second  county  record. 

222.  Little  Tern.  GP,  only  two  young  raised  from  17  nests,  mainly 
due,  it  is  thought,  to  predation  by  foxes.  Inland:  Tallington  G.P,  7  6. 

223.  Sandwich  Tern.  Max:  TBO,  220,  18/7.  Huttoft  Bank,  300, 
16/5;  500,  22/8.  GP,  2,000,  24/7;  1,000,  16/8. 

—  Auk.  sp.  Huttoft  Bank,  30/5;  4,  26/9;  12,  15  10.  GP,  26  7; 
31/8;  up  to  8  during  Sept.;  5,  30/10.  7/11. 

224.  Razorbill.  GP,  2,  9/6;  5,  30/10;  7/11. 

226.  Little  Auk.  TBO,  dead,  21/2.  Wrangle,  dead,  3  10. 

227.  Guillemot.  Cleethorpes,  21/2.  Huttoft  Bank,  8  8;  30/10. 
GP,  21/10. 

229.  Black  Guillemot.  GP,  13/11.  The  third  county  record. 

230.  Puffin.  TBO,  7,  dead,  6/3. 

235,  Turtle  Dove.  Spring  passage:  TBO,  14/5  —  7/6;  max:  11, 
19/5.  Huttoft  Bank,  9/5  —  13/6;  max:  80,  23/5.  GP,  19/4;  1/5  — 
15/6;  max:  48,  5/6.  Autumn  passage:  BPBO,  1/8  —  3/10;  max:  60, 
1/8;  30,  14/8. 

—  Collared  Dove.  No  new  breeding  sites  reported,  but  a  small 

increase  noted  at  all  known  sites.  Large  increase  in  Autumn  and 
Winter  flocks  max.  Scawby,  400  —  500,  24/9;  Skegness,  100,  Dec. 
Cleethorpes,  75,  Nov.  GP. 

248.  Long-eared  Owl.  Breeding  records:  Bred  at  2  sites  north 
Lines.  Wroot,  1  pair.  Market  Rasen  district,  1  pair.  Coastal  passage: 
TBO,  27/9.  Huttoft  Bank,  30/3.  GP,  11/4. 

249.  Short-eared  Owl.  One  pair  bred,  unsuccessfully,  north- 
Lincs.  Also  recorded  North  Coates,  Huttoft  Bank,  Skegness,  GP, 
BPBO,  Welland  Mouth,  Boston,  Holbeach,  10,  21/11. 

252.  Nightjar.  Present  during  the  breeding  season  at  Linwood 
Warren  N.R.,  Skellingthorpe  Wood,  Norton  Disney  and  Bourne 
Wood. 

255.  Swift.  Lincoln,  4,  26/4,  early  record. 
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258.  Kingfisher.  No  breeding  records.  Recorded  Huttoft  Pit, 
Boothby,  Alford,  Donington-on-Bain  and  Dalderby. 

261.  Hoopoe.  Sleaford  Pit,  9  5.  Rauceby  Hospital,  12  5. 

262.  Green  Woodpecker.  Recorded  at  Limber,  Skegness,  GP, 
Buslingthorpe,  Newball,  Skellingthorpe,  Whisby,  G.P. 

264.  Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker.  Recorded  from  Leadenham, 
Gainsborough  (one  pair  bred). 

265.  Wryneck.  Donna  Nook,  5  9.  Huttoft  Bank,  2,  5  9.  GP,  2, 
4/9;  5/9;  2  — 3/10. 

271.  Woodlark.  GP,  4/4. 

273.  Shorelark.  GP,  up  to  4,  Jan. —21/3;  up  to  5,  29  10  — 
5/12. 

274,  Swallow.  GP,  14/11  —  late  record. 

277.  Sand  Martin.  Breeding  pairs:  Riby,  60.  Biscathorpe,  225. 
Calceby,  35.  Welton-le-Wold,  65.  Crosby  Warren,  25.  West  Ashby,  30. 
Plartsholme,  50.  Roughton,  75.  Kirkby-on-Bain,  15. 

281,  Hooded  Crow.  Inland:  Navenby  Low  Fields,  9  1. 

290,  Coal  Tit.  Coastal:  GP,  8/11. 

292.  Marsh  Tit.  Coastal:  GP,  13/8. 

293.  Willow  Tit.  Coastal:  Huttoft  Bank,  2,  5  9.  GP,  24  1 ;  singles 
Aug.  and  Sept. 

295.  Bearded  Tit.  Barton-on-Humber,  3,  Nov.  TBO,  14  10  — 
24  10,  max:  20,  14/10;  singles  10/11  and  14  11;  7,  11  12.  Huttoft  Bank, 
11,  10/10;  14/10;  2  until  11/12.  GP,  2,  23/10;  3,  14/11.  BPBO,  2,  14  11. 

298.  Tree  Creeper.  Coastal:  Huttoft  Bank,  8  8.  GP,  17  1. 

302.  Fieldfare.  Coastal:  TBO,  max ;  800,  24  10.  Huttoft  Bank, 
max.,  500,  31/10.  GP,  max:  10,000,  24/10  and  28  11. 

304.  Redwing.  GP,  5/6  (summer  records  are  exceptional). 

307.  Ring  Ouzel.  Spring:  TBO,  2,  2  5.  Autumn:  more  numerous 
than  for  many  years.  TBO,  up  to  24,  1  —  17  10.  Donna  Nook,  up  to 
10,  3  —  19/10.  S  — T  Res.,  24/10.  Pluttoft  Bank,  2/10  —  31/10. 
Winthorpe,  9/10  —  10/10.  Skegness  Pit,  1  10.  GP,  3/9;  19  9  —  26  10, 
max:  11,  4/10. 

311.  Wheatear.  GP,  birds  of  the  Greenland  race  O.  o.  leucorrhoa 
trapped,  30/8  and  9/9. 

317.  Stonechat.  S  — T  Res.,  14  10.  Huttoft  Bank,  12  3;  15  10; 
23/10.  GP,  up  to  2,  Nov.  and  3,  Oct.;  13  12. 

318.  Whinchat.  BPBO,  12/8;  up  to  2,  Sept.  GP. 

320.  Redstart.  Bred,  Scawby  and  Linwood  Warren  N.R.  Autumn 
passage:  TBO,  max.  10,  26  9.  Huttoft  Bank,  max.  35,  26  9.  GP,  max: 
15,  11/9. 
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321.  Black  Redstart.  East  Halton,  7/4.  TBO,  23  9.  GP,  28  3; 
5/4;  7  —  8/4;  19/5;  23/10.  Kirkby-on-Bain  G.P.,  7/7. 

322.  Nightingale.  Coastal:  Huttoft  Bank,  25  4.  A  bird  at  BPBO, 
6  —  8/8  was  possibly  a  migrant. 

324.  Bluethroat.  Huttoft  Bank,  4  —  5/9. 

327.  Grasshopper  Warbler.  Singing  males:  Twigmoor,  Doning- 
ton-on-Bain,  Biscathorpe,  Rand  Wood,  Newball  ( ca  50  pairs)  Harts- 
holme  Park,  Stapleford  Wood.  Coastal  passage:  Huttoft  Bank,  2  5. 
GP,  up  to  2,  May;  singles  early  June;  probably  bred. 

340.  Icterine  Warbler.  Donna  Nook,  4/9;  9/9.  North  Somercotes, 
2,  26/9.  Huttoft  Bank,  4  —  5/9.  GP,  15/8;  23/9.  The  largest  number 
recorded  in  Lincolnshire  since  1958. 

344.  Barred  Warbler.  Huttoft  Bank,  2,  5/9;  12/9.  GP,  27  8; 
12/9. 

357.  Wood  Warbler.  Tetney,  15/8.  GP,  3/9;  12/9. 

368.  Pied  Flycatcher.  Spring  passage:  TBO,  22/5.  Autumn  max: 
TBO,  8,  15/8.  Donna  Nook,  40,  4/9.  Huttoft,  25,  5/9.  GP,  20,  14/8 
and  13,  2/9.  Friskney  Decoy,  2/9;  12/9. 

370.  Red-breasted  Flycatcher.  TBO,  26/9;  23  10.  GP,  9  10. 
The  largest  number  recorded  in  a  year  in  the  county. 

376.  Tree  Pipit.  Coastal  passage:  TBO,  2/10;  24/10.  Huttoft 

Bank,  5/9  —  3/10,  max:  8,  3/10,  GP,  22/8—13/9,  max:  20,  3  9; 
2/10  —  5/10,  max:  5,  3/10. 

379.  Rock  Pipit.  Inland:  BPBO,  9  —  10/10.  Wisbech  S.F.,  up  to  3, 

Winter.  GP. 

380.  Pied  Wagtail.  BPBO,  sudden  increase  to  ca  100,  29  8. 

Birds  of  the  nominate  race,  M.  a.  alba ,  The  White  Wagtail:  TBO, 
singles,  2  —  30/4  and  19  —  30/5;  GP,  2,  15/4;  Tattershall,  11/4; 
BPBO,  16/4.  GP. 

381.  Grey  Wagtail.  GP,  11/9;  12/9;  26/9;  6/10.  BPBO,  10/10. 

382.  Yellow  Wagtail.  Birds  of  the  Blue-headed  race  M.  f.  flava; 

TBO,  8/6;  BPBO,  3,  4/5;  12/5;  23/5.  GP. 

383.  Waxwing.  The  huge  invasion  of  the  British  Isles  by  this 
species  during  the  late  Autumn  and  Winter  was  well  represented  in 
Lincolnshire.  The  first  record  was  a  single  bird  at  Willoughby  on  9th 
October.  As  the  month  progressed  small  numbers  appeared  along  the 
coast  from  Tetney  to  Gibraltar  Point  and  later  inland  at  Kirton  Lindsey. 
Fifty  were  seen  in  Scunthorpe  on  1st  November  and  30  at  Limber  on 
4th.  By  the  second  week,  and  until  the  end  of  the  year,  Waxwings 
were  distributed  over  most  of  the  county  with  between  500  and  1,000 
near  Louth  on  9th  November  and  100  in  Scunthorpe  on  17th  and  20th, 

384.  Great  Grey  Shrike.  TBO,  13/11.  Huttoft  Bank,  10  10. 

388.  Red-backed  Shrike.  TBO,  5/9;  1 — 5  10.  Donna  Nook, 
4/9.  GP,  2/5. 
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389.  Starling.  Roost  on  Bardney  airfield,  500,000,  Dec.  GP. 

394.  Siskin.  TBO,  3/9;  3,  13  9;  26  9.  Huttoft  Bank,  12  9;  3  10; 
2,  10/10;  24/10.  GP,  3  9  —  10/10,  max:  20,  4/9  and  14/9;  31  10;  2, 
6/11.  Up  to  8,  Hartsholme  Park,  Nov.  —  Dec.  Stainfield,  3,  25  12. 
BPBO,  6,  5/9;  3,  12/9;  2,  9/10. 

397.  Redpoll.  A  pair  bred  Hartsholme.  Autumn  passage:  TBO, 
max:  5,  10/11;  S  —  T  Res.,  30,  24/10;  15,  31  10,  almost  all  of  the 
nominate  race  C.  /.  flammea ,  the  Mealy  Redpoll.  Huttoft  Bank,  max: 
20,  13/10.  GP,  max:  40,  28/9. 

422.  Lapland  Bunting.  Cleethorpes,  11  flying  north-west,  1  12; 
6,  14/12.  TBO,  2/10;  20/10;  3,  13/11;  11,  26/11;  up  to  20  during  Dec. 
North  Coates,  31/1;  28/2.  Donna  Nook,  19  10.  Huttoft  Pit,  12  during 
Jan.  Huttoft  Bank,  19/9;  4,  23/10.  GP,  2,  1/1;  31/1;  23/10;  2,  30  11; 
5/12;  2,  18/12.  Wainfleet  Marsh,  28/2. 

423.  Snow  Bunting.  Max:  TBO,  30,  13  3;  40,  Dec.  Donna 
Nook,  40,  13/11.  GP,  500,  1/1;  100,  5/12. 

424.  House  Sparrow.  Coastal  max:  TBO,  1,000,  25  8;  400, 
early  Nov.  GP,  1,000,  23/1;  no  autumn  peak. 


NEW  MEMBERS  UP  TO  JULY  1st  1966 


Box,  E.  C.,  n.d.h..  The  Old  Vicarage,  Tetney,  Grimsby. 

Box,  Mrs.  D.  M.,  b.sc.(agric).,  n.d.a.,  The  Old  Vicarage,  Tetney,  Grimsby. 
Cursons,  L.  W.,  251  Lincoln  Road,  Branston,  Lincoln. 

Cursons,  AIrs.,  251  Lincoln  Road,  Branston,  Lincoln. 

East,  J.  A.,  155,  High  Street,  Lincoln. 

Hydes,  W.  S.,  B.Eng.,  a.m.i.c.e.,  a.m.i.mun.e.,  d.p.a.,  24  Eastbrook  Road, 
Lincoln. 

Hydes,  Mrs.  J.,  24  Eastbrook  Road,  Lincoln. 

AIighell,  J.  S.,  67  Sleaford  Road,  Metheringham,  Lincoln. 

Osterfield,  I.,  b.a.,  The  Coach  House,  4  Hallyard,  Burton-by-Lincoln. 
Osterfield,  Mrs.  M.  J.,  b.a.,  The  Coach  House,  4  Hallyard,  Burton-by- 
Lincoln. 

Phillips,  G.  S.,  f.c.a.,  71  Pearson  Road,  Cleethorpes. 

Phillips,  Mrs.  G.  S.,  71  Pearson  Road,  Cleethorpes. 

Robinson,  Mrs.  J.  E.,  b.sc.,  160  Eastgate,  Louth. 

Rosenthal,  D.,  East  Kirkby  Vicarage,  Spilsby,  Lines. 

Sale,  Mrs.  O.,  Archway  House,  Hundelby,  Spilsby,  Lines. 

Store,  N.  J.,  90  Cartergate,  Grimsby. 

Stout,  Flying  Officer  A.  R.,  The  Orchard,  Welbourn,  Lincoln. 

Thomas,  J.  D.,  m.b.,  b.s.,  d.i.h.,  Atherstone  Place,  Eastgate,  Lincoln. 

Thomas,  Mrs.  J.  M.,  m.c.s.p.,  Atherstone  Place,  Eastgate,  Lincoln. 

Walker,  L.  W.,  b.sc.,  Dip.  Agric.,  8  Manor  Close,  Lincoln. 

Warr,  Miss  N.  L.,  s.r.n.,  The  Old  Palace,  Lincoln. 


Student: 


Macalpine-Levy,  I.  M.,  The  Old  Vicarage,  Doddington,  Lincoln. 


Juniors: 


Box,  M.,  The  Old  Vicarage,  Tetney,  Grimsby. 

Box,  Miss  D.,  The  Old  Vicarage,  Tetney,  Grimsby. 

Cursons,  J.,  251  Lincoln  Road,  Branston. 

Cursons,  Aliss,  251  Lincoln  Road,  Branston. 

Francis,  K.,  73  Reynolds  Street,  Cleethorpes. 

Hydes,  Miss  J.,  24  Eastbrook  Road,  Lincoln. 

Thomas,  J.,  Atherstone  Place,  Eastgate,  Lincoln. 

Thomas,  M.,  Atherstone  Place,  Eastgate,  Lincoln. 

Thomas,  Miss  N.,  Atherstone  Place,  Eastgate,  Lincoln. 

Thomas,  Miss  E.,  Atherstone  Place,  Eastgate,  Lincoln. 

Walenta,  S.  A.,  Springfield,  Lincoln  Road,  Dunholme,  Lincoln. 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 


Adams,  Mrs.  D.  J.  F.,  Hon.  Membership-Seer  iry,  Treasurer,  Hunterswood, 


2  Riseholme  Lane,  Lincoln.  \ 

Ballans,  G.,  St.  Cyprian’s  Vicarage,  Marston  Road,  Nottingham. 
Buck,  Mrs.  G.  M.,  8,  Larkfield  Road,  Harrogate. 

Clifton,  E.  H.,  Bell  House,  Newbiggin-in-Teesdale,  County  Durham. 
Knibb,  Miss  A.  J.,  15  The  Grove,  Lea,  Gainsborough. 

Moore,  Dr.  F.  F.,  8  Mons  Road,  off  Burton  Road,  Lincoln. 

Peet,  W.  M.,  75  Church  Road  South,  Skegness 

Porter,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  G.,  2  The  Manor,  Austerby,  Bourne,  Lines. 
Prince,  N.,  The  Centurion,  North  Hykeham,  Lincoln. 

Prior,  L.  N.,  96  Bargate,  Grimsby. 

Read,  Miss  M.  N.,  Northgates,  Mareham  Road,  Horncastle. 

Spurrier,  Mrs.  O.,  The  Old  Vicarage,  Blankney,  Lincoln. 

Wallis,  T.  H.,  80  Jarvis  House,  Lincoln. 

Wood,  Miss  Al.  K.,  25  The  Grove,  Lea,  Gainsborough. 


/ 


